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This is the February 2012 issue of the DragonTale, a 

publication of The Barony of Selviergard of the 

Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.). 

The DragonTale is available from Travis Abe-Thomas, 

PO Box 2254, Palmer, AK  99645. It is not a corporate 

publication of SCA, Inc., and does not delineate SCA, 

Inc. policies.  

Copyright © 2012 Society for Creative Anachronism, 

Inc. 

For information on reprinting photographs, articles, 

or artwork from this publication, please contact the 

Chronicler by e-mail to chronicler@selviergard.info  

who will assist you in contacting the original creator 

of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our 

contributors. 

Published monthly in electronic format, hard copies 

available by request. 

FROM THE BARONFROM THE BARONFROM THE BARONFROM THE BARONESSESSESSESS………… 

Greetings to the populace of 

Selviergard, does Baroness 

E’ta’in send words, 

First and foremost we would 

like to send our deepest 

congratulations to our newest 

Prince and Princess, Taran and 

Heleyne.   May their grace and 

beauty shine upon the lands 

of Oertha and warm the of Oertha and warm the hearts of all the people as the cold 

winter lingers in these faire lands.   It was a pleasure to 

watch Taran withstand the test of all those who entered into 

the lists upon that glorious day.  The combats all fought with 

the strength and virtues that one does expect of those 

willing to walk on that field of which only one will be 

victorious and crowned with the Oerthan Coronet.  Heleyne 

in all her humble elegance did inspire Taran to face each 

challenger with steadfast courage and prowess.    

I encourage each member of the populace to attend the 

events of our neighboring groups.  It is our participation that 

grows our own group and those around us.  I challenge 

everyone to enter into those competitions at the events, be 

it fighting, arts and science, or any other game of skill or 

knowledge.  Events become more exciting when we become 

active participates rather than by standers.  Volunteering to 

run activities is another way that we grow.  You could help 

the herald a tournament; teach classes, work gate, cook in 

the kitchen, or any of the many other things that make an 

event fun for everyone.    If you see something that needs to 

be done, take charge and make it happen, if it is out of your 

skill range then find someone who can take care of it.  By 

working and playing together we can make events fun for 

all. 

E'ta'in O'Rowarke, Baroness of Selviergard 

3for1the1fun1of1it3 

3for1the1fun1of1it3 
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VIKINGS DISCOVER JAPAN!VIKINGS DISCOVER JAPAN!VIKINGS DISCOVER JAPAN!VIKINGS DISCOVER JAPAN!    

March 31, 2012 

 

It probably never happened but we’ll get creative 

any way! Come and enjoy the fun of Vikings vs. 

Japan with games of skill for both cultures including: 

a 5 stage tournament, shadow puppet storytelling 

and knots fashioned in both Viking/Celtic and 

Japanese style. An A&S competition will commence 

for the best Dessert. There will also be a bunny hunt 

for the smalls. 

 

Site information: Big Lake Lions Club (Mi. 3.7 Big 

Lake Rd.) The site opens at 11 am and closes at 9 

pm. Site fee: Adults $10, NMS $5, Children 5-16 $5, 

under 5 free, Family cap $30. Please make checks 

payable to "SCA Inc, Barony of Selviergard”.  

 

A lunch of soups and breads will be offered. Feast 

will be pot luck: please bring a dish with Japanese 

flair by SCA name: A-H starch w/meat, I-P starch 

w/veggies, Q-Z fruit or veggie dish. 

 

Autocrat: Rolynnda of the Azure Stone who can be 

contacted at autocrat@selviergard.info 

 

Directions: Traveling north from Anchorage and 

south from Fairbanks take the Parks Hwy. to the Big 

Lake turnoff (Mile 52 Parks Hwy.). Follow Big Lake 

Rd. approx 3.7 miles then turn left at the Lions Club 

sign (just past Arctic Cat shop). Signs will be posted. 

 

FROM THE FROM THE FROM THE FROM THE PRINCE AND PRINCE AND PRINCE AND PRINCE AND 

PRINCESSPRINCESSPRINCESSPRINCESS………… 

Greetings Unto the 

Populace of Oertha,  

 

We would like to 

thank everyone that 

made Our coronation 

such a joy and success. 

There were many that 

leapt into action and 

attended to all the 

many details that are part of such an event before 

and afterwards. We will be speaking to you 

personally if We have not done so already. 

 

Our Reign will focus on mentoring. Our lands are 

populated with those knowledgeable and skilled in a 

variety of fields. The sharing of this bounty enriches 

and strengthens the Principality. We hereby 

challenge all to pass on what you know. Whether in 

a class setting or individually, teach a skill, craft, 

philosophy, etc. If you admire someone don't be 

afraid to ask them to share what they know. To 

those who learn something new, We ask that you 

bring your new skills to Our attention that We may 

delight in your progress. 

 

We also ask you, the populace, for award 

recommendations - in writing please - so that those 

worthy of recognition are not missed. It is not 

uncommon for a person doing a lot of work or 

creating fine items to be overlooked because 

everyone assumes that others are putting them 

forward or they have already been recognized. 

 

We look forward to spending as much time with you 

as possible. The Coronets are a symbol of Our 

authority, but they are also a symbol of 

the responsibility we have to Our populace. You are 

the Principality. 

 

Taran and Heleyne, Prince and Princess of Oertha 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

As most everybody knows, Oerthan Coronets are 

very busy.  Unless you have a photographic memory, 

it is very hard to remember what exactly happened 

at the various courts that happened that weekend, 

let alone what happened between them. 

While there were many notable events that took 

place, space is limited in this newsletter.  Winter 

Coronet brought us a new Prince and Princess, the 

elevation of new Peers of the Realm, and many 

awards given to worthy persons. 

A Brief Recap of the Event 

*  Taran Arnfast, fighting for the honor of Heleyne of 

Avebury won the Coronet lists.  This is both his and 

Heleyne's first time as Prince and Princess. 

*  Rurik Varyag, Trava Zapadova, and Lila of Sheep's 

Rock were offered admission into the Order of the 

Pelican.  Varyag and Trava accepted that day while 

Lila will accept the offer at a future event. 

*  Cynehild was elevated to the Order of the Laurel. 

*  Rurik Varyag was admitted to the Order of the Ash 

Leaf, an award given for expertise in combat. 

*  Mistress Anne of Bradford was admitted to the 

Order of the Silver Molet, a previously closed order. 

*  Canute Mjoksiglandi was admitted to the Order of 

the Oerthan Sword, an award for martial prowess 

and chivalry on the field. 

*  Rolynnda of the Azure Stone was admitted as a 

Bard of Oertha. 

*  Barak the Hunter, Beorn se Bacaire, and Hallbǫrn 

Erlændar son were asked to join the Queen's Guard. 

There were many, many other awards given to 

worthy and honorable populace members.  A full list 

can be found at dragontale.selviergard.info and on 

the Oerthan website. 

Selviergard Associated Press 
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CLIFFS NOTESCLIFFS NOTESCLIFFS NOTESCLIFFS NOTES    FOR WINTER CORONETFOR WINTER CORONETFOR WINTER CORONETFOR WINTER CORONET 

Their Majesties, Uther and Kara, accept Oaths of Fealty from Prince Rurik 

Varyag and Princess Trava 

Taran Arnfast fights Halbiorn Erlaenderson in the Coronet Tourney 

Cynehild is elevated to the Order of the Laurel 



CALENDAR CALENDAR CALENDAR CALENDAR     

OF EVENTSOF EVENTSOF EVENTSOF EVENTS    

_______________________ 

 

Valentine's Day Massacre 

February 18-19 

Barony of Winter's Gate 

_______________________ 

 

Estrella War XXVIII 

March 27-April 2 

Kingdom of Atenveldt 

_______________________ 

 

Vikings Discover Japan 

March 31 

Barony of Selviergard 

_______________________ 

 

 
Autocrats, please notify both 

Webministers and Chroniclers 

of your event dates! 
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 FROM THE FROM THE FROM THE FROM THE MINISTER OF MINISTER OF MINISTER OF MINISTER OF 

ARTS & SCIENCESARTS & SCIENCESARTS & SCIENCESARTS & SCIENCES………… 

To the Artisans and Fighters of Selviergard, 

I do have several pieces of business I need to bring 

to the attention of the populace.  Firstly, I need to 

know what our artisans are working on for my 

quarterly report as well as whether any one deserves 

recognition in that area.  Secondly, to those who 

teach—I would like to know what you can and will 

teach for the database I am trying to put together. 

Fighters—I am continuing my challenge for you to 

enter in Arts Competitions for the duration of my 

position as Baronesses Champion.  To the best of my 

knowledge, at Coronet, Riddari Georg was the only 

one (besides myself) who upheld the challenge with 

his mighty hammer.  

As always, any questions may be directed to myself 

via special messenger at arts@selviergard.info or my 

private email. 

Tiarna Bránn mac Finnchad, MoAS for Selviergard 

A Note for all Autocrats… 

Please make sure to send a copy of your event 

information to your local web minister and the 

Principality web minister to ensure that your event 

is properly advertised on the websites.  These 

courtesy copies; in addition to sending them to the 

various chroniclers, should be in addition to 

postings on the various e-mail group lists. 

Autocrats are encouraged to post upcoming event 

information on the Baronial Facebook page as well.  

If you need help, please contact the Chronicler. 

Editor 

 THE THE THE THE DRAGONTALE DRAGONTALE DRAGONTALE DRAGONTALE 

ONLINE!ONLINE!ONLINE!ONLINE! 

Did you know you can access The DragonTale 

online?  In addition to the current newsletter, the 

website is building its collection of past baronial 

newsletters as well. 

This project, headed up by both the Office of the 

Chronicler and the Baronial Web Minister, is a work 

in progress.  As such, you will notice subtle and not 

so subtle changes to the look and feel of the 

website.  However, the mission is the same: to offer 

an alternate way to access the newsletter. 

You can check out The DragonTale at : 

dragontale.selviergard.info 
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IRISH SCHOOL OF ITALIAN FENCE:IRISH SCHOOL OF ITALIAN FENCE:IRISH SCHOOL OF ITALIAN FENCE:IRISH SCHOOL OF ITALIAN FENCE: 

Fabris has four basic guards that he uses in his style 

of fighting.  The guards are based on the position of 

the hand and sword, as oppose to the position of the 

arm as used in DiGrassi.  This method is also used by 

other Italian masters, like Giganti and Capo Ferro. 

Prima or first, is the first position.  The palm of the 

hand is facing away from the body, as characterized 

by the position of the hand when drawing the sword 

out of its scabbard.   

Seconda  or second has the palm facing down 

toward the ground. 

Terza or third, the palm is facing toward the inside of 

the body. 

Quarta or fourth, the palm is facing up toward the 

sky. 

In between each of these guards are the bastard 

guards.  These consist of Prima-Seconda, Seconda-

Terza, and Terza-Quarta.  Each of these guards uses 

characteristics of both hand positions on either side 

of the bastard guard. 

The first guard prima is primarily used when the 

sword is first drawn out of the scabbard.  It is usually 

held above the head slightly.  This guard does well to 

protect against cuts, but it is very tiring on the arm if 

maintained in this position for an extended amount 

of time.  The weak part of the sword is the top of the 

blade. 

Seconda is not as fatiguing on the arm as prima, as 

the arm is lower in position, but can still wear on the 

arm if maintained for a lengthy period of time.  This 

guard can be used in a wider variety of placement, 

allowing more options  in offence and defense.  The 

weak part of the blade is to the outside. 

The next guard terza is the least fatiguing of all the 

guards.  The hand is held in its natural position.  This 

allows for the greatest variety of positions than any 

of the other guards.  From this guard it is easy to 

defend and attack.   

Quarta is the last guard.  It is strong on the outside 

even though it tends to leave that spot open.  It 

tends to be held at a lower level than seconda.  The 

weakest part in the blade is to the inside.  This 

position is commonly used to finish an attack that 

starts from terza. 

More than one guard may be used in making an 

attack, as in starting in terza and finishing in quarta 

or starting in quarta and finishing in seconda.  To go 

from prima to quarta one must pass through all the 

guards.  Each has its advantages and disadvantages 

depending on the position of your opponent. 

Resources:   Art of Dueling, Salvator Fabris’ rapier 

fencing treatise of 1606; Leoni, Tommaso; 2005 The 

Chivalry Bookshelf 

THE GUARDS OF FABRISTHE GUARDS OF FABRISTHE GUARDS OF FABRISTHE GUARDS OF FABRIS  

By: E'ta'in O'Rowarke, Journeyman of the Royal Guild of Defense 

 

Salvator Fabris (1544-1618) 
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BRÁNN'S LOREM BRÁNN'S LOREM BRÁNN'S LOREM BRÁNN'S LOREM IPSUMIPSUMIPSUMIPSUM    

A collection of strange and wondrous links 

 

Guide Book to Palestine 

A translation of a pilgrim's travel guide from 1350 

 

Making Money the Medieval Way 

A "How To" paper on minting 

 

An Analysis of Over 1300 Effigies 

Armor from 1300-1450 based off of effigies 

 

Early Period Helmets 

A site with images of extant Viking and Saxon helmets, as 

well as some line drawings of them.  In Russian. 

 

Beginning Bookbinding  

An article on Gothic bookbinding 

 

A Collection of Period Bookbinding Tools 

Documentation on the manufacture of several tools used 

for bookbinding in period 

 

Beyond Black and White 

 A Tournaments Illuminated article on Grisaille 

Manuscript illumination in the Late Middle Ages 

 

Norse Children 

An extensive article discussing a variety of  topics; from 

toys to children in period texts 

 

The Well Dressed Pict 

An article on clothing and accessories.  Graphic intensive 

 

North European Symposium for Archeological 

Textiles 

A series of paper extracts--there are a lot of good 

research starts here 

 

The History and Development of the Needle Case 

An article on needle cases in period  

 

Archeology of Steel 

A lengthy paper on the history of metallurgy; the first 65-

70 pages are in or pre-period 

 

Links provided by Bránn mac Finnchad 

 

WINTERS GATE WINTERS GATE WINTERS GATE WINTERS GATE 

VALENTINE'S DAY VALENTINE'S DAY VALENTINE'S DAY VALENTINE'S DAY 

MASSACREMASSACREMASSACREMASSACRE    

February 18-19, 2012 

 

The Winter’s Gate fighters have clamored for more 

training in the Chivalric Arts. Our Baroness and 

Knight Marshal, having heard them, have enlisted 

the good Graces Skeggi Nyewcombe and Taisiia of 

Ma Elring to appease fighters and non-fighters alike 

with classes and much fighting. Come and join us in 

two days of grand and glorious fun.  This is a DRY 

site. 

Site Information: University Park Building, 1000 

University Avenue, Fairbanks AK 99775. Site Open: 

Site opens at 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Site Fee: There is no site fee, but donations to defray 

the travel costs will be accepted. Checks should be 

made to “SCA Inc – Barony of Winter’s Gate”  

Autocrat: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea 
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BREAKING THE DEVICE:  THE ANTIKYTHERA MECHANISMBREAKING THE DEVICE:  THE ANTIKYTHERA MECHANISMBREAKING THE DEVICE:  THE ANTIKYTHERA MECHANISMBREAKING THE DEVICE:  THE ANTIKYTHERA MECHANISM 

By: Kurios Thomas "Two Bears" Sorngrym 

In 1901, sponge divers off the Greek island of 

Antikythera uncovered something strange in the 

wreckage of an ancient cargo ship.  This collection of 

fused bronze gears, later dated to the 2nd century 

B.C.E., would stump the scientific minds of the world 

for decades.  Was it an astrolabe or an astrological 

clock of some sort, or something entirely different?  

The concluded purpose of the device, known as the 

Antikythera Mechanism, would be much more 

extraordinary and more mystifying than anything 

previously concluded. 

The Antikythera Mechanism consists of thirty gears 

in a complex arrangement that was once housed in a 

wooden box.  The device, which has been recovered 

in eighty-two fragments, bears inscriptions that not 

only hint at where it came from, but what it was 

used for. 

The largest of the pieces of the Antikythera Mechansim 

and, arguably, the most enigmatic. 

This sophisticated mechanism was only recently 

realized to be the most advanced piece of 

engineering of the ancient world with the help of 

modern technology and imaging systems.  

Researchers have discovered more about the 

machine in the past decade which leads them to 

determine what the famed device is for.  The 

Antikythera Mechanism, it has been determined, is 

an ancient "computer" that tracks astrological 

phenomena and  the celestial bodies in our solar 

system. 

So where did it come from?  The best clue to the 

answer can be found on one of the front dials.  This 

seemingly insignificant gear is dedicated to the 

Olympiad Cycle; the four year cycle of the Olympic 

Games.  The markings on this dial enable the user to 

determine two or four year increments and are 

labeled with Greek letters in support of the idea of 

the Cycle.  This clue alone could be considered 

enough evidence to support the idea that the 

Antikythera Mechanism was created in Greece.   

Add in the fact that the nineteen months inscribed 

on the device have Corinthian names and the fact 

that Archimedes described a similar device in his 

writings makes the possibility of the Greeks, or at 

least a Greek, as the creator of the device much 

more apparent. 

The device is used to determine, among other 

things, when both lunar and solar eclipses will 

happen.  A sophisticated mathematical process is 

evident in re-creations of the Mechanism as an arm 

turns around the main face.  A knowledgeable user 

would also be able to calculate lunar months as well 

as the position of the five known planets in the 

ancient world. 

While there have been plenty of people claiming this 

artifact to be of alien origin or evidence of time 

travel, the simple fact remains; the ancient Greeks 

already had this detailed information of the 

heavenly sphere.  Additionally, with the device being 

made of bronze - a commonly used material in 

Ancient Greece - and the markings appearing in 

Greek, the idea that this device is extraterrestrial or 

from the future is less believable. 

While research and examination of the Antikythera 

Mechanism are underway today and a lot has been 

discovered about this artifact; researchers are still 

unsure exactly how it works, why it works, and why 

no other devices like it have been found.  Only 

supposition remains as we continue to delve into the 

mysteries that surround the Antikythera Mechanism. 

 



PERIOD FABRICPERIOD FABRICPERIOD FABRICPERIOD FABRIC    

Created by Beorn se Bacaire 
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Across 

2. a heavy silk, sometimes shot with precious 

metals 

4. fine, wide woven wool 

6. sumptuous knapped fabric 

8. expensive fur 

9. flax 

10. silk material with a complex weaving pattern 

11. material using floating warps to produce a 

pattern 

13. buckram, Italian 

14. fuzzy woven fabric 

17. combed long staple wool 

18. none woven wool 

19. modern tissue fabric loved by Byzantines 

20. linen weft wool warp (2 Words) 

23. red dye from bugs 

25. high end fabric of precious materials (3 

Words) 

27. Italian for a 'Grey' untreated cloth 

28. garment woven of horse hair (2 Words) 

30. velvet of wool 

31. very high quality linen 

32. twill cloth with linen warp and cotton weft 

33. very fine linen 

Down 

1. sheep hair 

2. wool material that has been fulled and 

shaved repeatedly 

3. plan woven silk with a papery texture 

4. glue soaked linen canvas 

5. a wool made of camel or goat hair 

6. velvet, Italian 

7. don't smoke it 

12. a fabric of mixed woolen and worsted 

15. Sable 

16. unshorn velvet (2 Words) 

21. Italian word for felt 

22. velvet with high and low work 

24. shiny close woven silk 

26. from moth grubs 

29. most common weave ____ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regnum 

 

Uther and Kara 

King and Queen of the West 

crown@westkingdom.org 

 

Taran and Heleyne 

Prince and Princess of Oertha 

oerthancoronets@yahoo.com 

 

Fathir and E'ta'in 

Baron and Baroness of Selviergard 

baronage@selviergard.info 

 

BARONIAL OFFICERS 

Arts and Sciences 

Bránn mac Finnchad 

arts@selviergard.info 

Chatelaine 

Rolynnda of the Azure Stone 

chatelaine@selviergard.info 

Chronicler 

Thomas “Two-Bears” Sorngrym 

chronicler@selviergard.info 

Constable 

Adelicia of York 

constable@selviergard.info 

Exchequer (ACTING) 

Canute Mjoksiglandi 

exchequer@selviergard.info 

Herald 

Alyssia of Cameo Keepe 

herald@selviergard.info 

Marshal 

Barak the Hunter 

marshal@selviergard.info 

Seneschal 

Trava Zapadova 

seneschal@selviergard.info 

Artistic Credits 

Dragon Art by Katherina (Shiloh Morrison) 

Photo's by Thomas "Two Bears" Sorngrym (Travis Abe-Thomas) 

Dover Clip Art, oertha.westkingdom.org, Classroomclipart.com, sca.org 

Next Baronial Business Meeting: Saturday, 

February 25th at Fiber and Ice In Big Lake 

THE SELVIERGARD THE SELVIERGARD THE SELVIERGARD THE SELVIERGARD 

HISTORY PROJECTHISTORY PROJECTHISTORY PROJECTHISTORY PROJECT    

    

Can you remember what happened last year at 

Coronet?  How about five years ago?  Can you tell 

me who the first Prince and Princess of Oertha 

were?  Who was the first Constable of our barony? 

For a group that strives to preserve the history of 

distant lands hundreds of years ago, we do very little 

to preserve our own.  That’s about to change. 

Starting off with the local group, I am collecting the 

history of Selviergard.  Many people would ask why; 

and I must admit that is valid question.  To me, the 

history of our group is tapestry woven with 

individual threads; each and every one of us to be 

more precise.  The tapestry should be preserved so 

that future generations of Selviergardians can see 

what we accomplished and marvel at the time that 

was before them. 

Preserving our history helps us remember who we 

are and why we play the game.  It helps to push us 

towards our destiny.  Without our history, we are 

lost. 

To that end, I will be collecting anything and 

everything regarding Selviergardian history.  

Pictures, old event copies and reports, tales, rhymes, 

and memories are all welcomed.  Please send them 

to me, either in person or by e-mail, so that we can 

accomplish this lofty goal together as a group. 

Additionally, if you are interested in helping with 

this project, please do not hesitate to speak up.  It is 

a large task, and I cannot do it without you. 

In Service,  Thomas, called Two Bears 


