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TheTheTheTheDDDDragonragonragonragonTTTTalealealeale    

This is the July 2012 issue of the DragonTale, a 

publication of The Barony of Selviergard of the 

Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.). 

The DragonTale is available from Travis Abe-Thomas, 

PO Box 2254, Palmer, AK  99645. It is not a corporate 

publication of SCA, Inc., and does not delineate SCA, 

Inc. policies.  

Copyright © 2012 Society for Creative Anachronism, 

Inc. 

For information on reprinting photographs, articles, 

or artwork from this publication, please contact the 

Chronicler by e-mail to chronicler@selviergard.info  

who will assist you in contacting the original creator 

of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our 

contributors. 

Published monthly in electronic format, hard copies 

available by request. 

FROM THE BARON…FROM THE BARON…FROM THE BARON…FROM THE BARON… 

Unto the Populace of the 
Barony of Selviergard I send 
this new missive, 

Summer is a time of year we 
yearn for when we can get 
outside (without the usual 
chance of freezing) and fish, 
hunt, or hike…..so for all those 
heading out for July 4th or 
some other day – happy 
hunting and good luck! I send 
a wish for good weather for a wish for good weather for those walking in the July 4th 

parade and fighting afterwards!!! It’s good to get out into 
the public and have fun, even better if you get any new 
interest in the SCA. 

 Here in Atenveldt the monsoon season has started. It’s 
something new for me; dry heat followed by humidity and 
severe thunderstorms followed by flooding, oh and dust 
storms too – now they are cool to see, not fun to be in but 
that wall of dust looks cool (in the distance). This season 
brings migrant birds from Oertha – the ever popular 
mosquito, though not as big down here. I hear the Valley has 
had some good days of 70 degrees or so……that really 
sounds great as here it is 105+ almost every day, 95 by 8:30 
AM and in a vehicle it can get to 120 or so—that is when it is 
hot to touch anything. Lizards become jumping lizards at 
those temperatures so their feet don’t stay on the ground 
too long. Funny too is that ants will find shade when 
possible – I saw them on a wall in the shape of the shadow 
of an open door trying to get away from the sun. 

 I started out talking about July and lets end that way too. 
July brings Oerthan’s our Summer Coronet Tourney. I hope 
the event is as awesome as they all are. Lately we have had 
several new Prince’s by Right of Arms; so what will this one 
bring? To the stepping down Prince and Princess, Taran and 
Heleyne, I send congratulations on a good reign and wishes 
for good times in selecting your heirs. To the Baroness, I 
send wishes for a good July 4th walk and demo and the rest 
is not for the public. And to all, a warm and happy summer 
full of great stories!! 

  
Fathir  Selviergard, Baron 

3for1the1fun1of1it3 

3for1the1fun1of1it3 
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FROM THE ARTS & FROM THE ARTS & FROM THE ARTS & FROM THE ARTS & 

SCIENCES MINISTER…SCIENCES MINISTER…SCIENCES MINISTER…SCIENCES MINISTER…    
 

The upcoming Arts and Science competitions for 

Selviergard events are as follows-- 

 

Baroness’s Champion:  Baronial Heraldry in any 

Mode (the colours Count!). For those fighters who 

desire to strive for the lofty Position of Baroness’s 

Champion this year, you will be encouraged to--and 

get points for--displaying skill in the Artistic side of 

the Society, as well as the Bardic Arts (and other 

Knightly skills as well).  

 

Selviergard Yule:  Norse Winter Gear: Come join us 

in these frozen Northern Climes with your Viking 

winter gear. Two Categories;  Winter Clothing: any 

kind of (warm) Norse outer clothing. Hats, gloves, 

boots, etcetera.  Equipment: Your other gear, such 

as; snowshoes, ice skates, skis, winter games, 

sleds/sleighs, etc. 

 

Hats: Early period soft caps, whether the Norse Four-

Panel, Phrygian, pillbox, etc… I’m looking for hats 

that will keep you warm outside, and look good 

doing it—I will accept early period hoods as well—

the cutoff date is around 1200 (exception being 

pieces documentable to the Greenland find). I am 

not looking for any form of coif, snood, or blocked 

hat. There will be both children’s and adult 

categories (assuming entries). The children’s does 

not require documentation. 

 

Some documentation is required, just a small note-

card about the piece yours is based off of will do. If 

you are not sure if your proposed design is what we 

are looking for, please contact me privately—odds 

are that I’ll be fine with it. 

 

In addition to these there will be display tables made 

available. 

 

Yours in Service, 

Tiarna Bránn mac Finnchad, MoAS Selviergard 

 

OERTHANOERTHANOERTHANOERTHAN    

SUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMER    

CORONETCORONETCORONETCORONET    
July 20-22, 2012 

Eagle River, Alaska 

 

Their Highnesses Taran and Heleyne, Prince and 

Princess of Oertha, welcome one and all to bear 

witness to Their Coronet Tournament and the 

selection of Their heirs by right of combat on July 

21st and Their Investiture on July 22nd. There will be 

a Roses Tourney for Heavy and Rapier after Their 

heirs have been selected.  

A&S Contest: Best travel container, documentation 

encouraged. This includes, but is not limited to, 

tourney boxes, tote bags, pouches, jewelry chests, 

sewing boxes, scribal cases, etc.  

Royal Whims: Prince Taran’s Whim: Celtic/Norse 

Knot Work in any mode and Prince Heleyne’s Whim: 

Viking Stitches in any mode.  

To celebrate his recent Knighthood Sir Varyag will 

hold a Symbel Saturday evening. A ribbon roses class 

will commence (taught by Rouva Ellisif a Reikiavik). If 

you’re interested in learning how to make these 

traditional Oerthan roses please bring the following 

supplies: 1½” wide ribbon, floral wire, tape and 

leaves and needle and thread.  

Please be reminded that this is bear country! All 

food and beverages not intended for immediate 

consumption should be kept in hard sided vehicles, 

no exceptions! For safety please keep a clean camp 

and a close eye on children at all times.  

There will be no food provided so please plan 

accordingly. If you wish to participate a potluck feast 

is planned for Saturday evening in the Erik.   Lady 

Ellisif has graciously offered to coordinate the 

Principality Pot-Luck at Coronet. 

Additionally, we will be allowed to bring our own fire 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

requesting status as a freehold, which was received 

by the Crown and taken under advisement.  The 

group's growth and activities continued , and by A.S. 

XVII, at the request of the new seneschal, Piasa 

Dragonsaver, and the acclaim of the Council of the 

North, Their Majesties, William and Andrea, decreed 

that Selviergard was, indeed, worthy of 

independence and recognition, and named the lands 

a Shire. 

The Dower Lands 

In between this time, our neighbors enjoyed a 

certain amount of "fun" with Selviergard, some of 

whose lands were regarded as Dower Lands for the 

young daughter of the Founding Baron and Baroness 

of Eskalya.  The Barony of Winter's Gate, feeling 

under threat of annexation by Eskalya, immediately 

claimed the lands and gave them to the Crown.  

Shortly thereafter, King Radnor, hearing cries of, 

"War! War!" wisely gave the lands right back, and 

they were granted to the incipient Shire.  There 

lands ranged from the Eagle River, which borders 

Eskalya, to the Hurricane Gulch in the north and 

west, and to the Copper River in the northeast, then 

south to where the river empties into the sea. 

Shire Beginnings 

The name of the group, "selvier gard" was found in a 

book, the name of which has been lost to history, by 

the lady of another founding Troll named Master 

Ulrich von Matanuska.  According to this tome, the 

name means "free hold" in the Old Norse language, 

and exactly suited the one-to-one relationship the 

Trolls wanted to maintain with the Crown of the 

West. 

In the next month's newsletter we will continue the 

tale of the Barony of Selviergard; looking at the 

problems that the beginning Shire faced and the 

chance meeting with the Canton of Inbhir na Dà 

Abhann. 
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The following history of Selviergard has been taken 

from a document that was sent to the King of the 

West along with the petition for Baronial status.  

Some of the wording has been altered for a story 

format, but none of the information has.  This is the 

first part of a three part series that chronicles the 

history of our group.  -Halfdan, Historian. 

In our humble beginnings, a group of SCAdians who 

were bikers, who were a little more creative with 

their anachronism, and who were interesting in 

forming their own group outside of the existing 

establishment, formed a small (incipient) shire 

approximately forty-five miles north of the northern-

most baronial holding of the West Kingdom.  It was 

the year Anno Societatis XIII, and these folk; who 

called themselves the Trolls, gathered to hold 

events, re-create western European history, and 

enjoy the ideals of chivalry and honor.  From the 

early days of the Trolls to present-day, Selviergard 

has been a loyal subject to the Crown and a land 

dedicated to our motto, "For the Fun of It." 

Selviergard is proud to have produced many notable 

peers and princes, hosted events too numerous to 

count, and shared our lands and our table with 

friends and newcomers, alike.  I invite you to witness 

the history of our group, the shining jewel of the 

West Kingdom; the Barony of Selviergard. 

Pre-Oertha 

In the year Anno Societatis XIII, the settlers to the 

lands north of the fledgling Barony of Eskalya began 

calling themselves Selviergardians, and styling 

themselves as Trolls, holding events based upon 

Society standards and activities.  As the Trolls 

mainstreamed into West Kingdom politics and 

practices, they began to form a set of traditions and 

a sense of self, separate from Eskalya and Winter's 

Gate, the new baronies to the immediate south and 

distant north.  Initially, during the reign of King 

Stephen, the Trolls presented His Majesty a scroll, 

THE HISTORY OF SELVIERGARD, PART ONETHE HISTORY OF SELVIERGARD, PART ONETHE HISTORY OF SELVIERGARD, PART ONETHE HISTORY OF SELVIERGARD, PART ONE    
 



CALENDARCALENDARCALENDARCALENDAR        

OF EVENTSOF EVENTSOF EVENTSOF EVENTS    
_______________________ 

 
4th of July Parade 

July 4 
Barony of Selviergard 

_______________________ 
 

Summer Coronet 
July 20-22 

Principality of Oertha 
_______________________ 

 
Baroness' Champion 

August 10-12 
Barony of Selviergard 

_______________________ 
 

Il Palio di Eskalya 
 August 28 

 Barony of Eskalya 
_______________________ 

 
Fall Captaincy 
September 1-2 

Barony of Winter's Gate 
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A Note for all Autocrats… 

Please make sure to send a copy of your event 

information to your local web minister and the 

Principality web minister to ensure that your event 

is properly advertised on the websites.  These 

courtesy copies; in addition to sending them to the 

various chroniclers, should be in addition to 

postings on the various e-mail group lists. 

Autocrats are encouraged to post upcoming event 

information on the Baronial Facebook page as well.  

If you need help, please contact the Chronicler. 

Editor 

LET THE MINSTREL PLAY LET THE MINSTREL PLAY LET THE MINSTREL PLAY LET THE MINSTREL PLAY 

UPON HIS HARPUPON HIS HARPUPON HIS HARPUPON HIS HARP    
Written by Étáin O’Rowarke 

 

Let the Minstrel play upon his harp 

That I may dance one last time 

Ere’ the sun does rise 

For on the morrow I go to war. 

 

Fill my mug with one last pint 

One last bit of ale for the night 

That I may toast my friends 

For on the morrow I go to war. 

 

Storyteller tell me a tale 

Of heroes of old 

That I may fight as they 

For on the morrow I go to war. 

 

My love kiss me true 

One last time your lips to know 

Upon the field your love will I carry 

For on the morrow I go to war. 

 

Upon my knees I pray 

To the Lord in the Heavens above 

That I may live yet another day 

For on the morrow I go to war. 

 

THE DRAGONTALE THE DRAGONTALE THE DRAGONTALE THE DRAGONTALE 

ONLINE!ONLINE!ONLINE!ONLINE! 

Did you know you can access The DragonTale 

online? In addition to the current newsletter, the 

website is building its collection of past baronial 

newsletters as well. You can check out online edition 

of The DragonTale at  

dragontale.selviergard.info 
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pits. There are a few fire rings on-site; however, we 

will be moving them in order to make tent space. As 

always please remember to be responsible. 

Our site rental includes use of the group camp area. 

If you wish to camp in an individual campsite there is 

a $15/night rental fee. Limited site reservations are 

available through Lifetime Adventures at 

www.lifetimeadventures.net/campgrounds/html.  

Also, if you park in the campgrounds day use parking 

area there is a $5 parking fee. 

Site Information: Eagle River Campground / 

Hesterberg Road / Eagle River, AK 99577. Site fee 

$15 adults ($5 NMS), $5 children 5 to 15, children 

under 5 free, family cap $50. Please make checks 

payable to “SCA, Inc.-Principality of Oertha”. Site 

opens at 12 noon Friday and closes at 6pm Sunday. 

Site is discretely wet.  

Please RSVP the autocrat (including tent type/size 

and a headcount).  

Autocrat: Trava Zapadova (Trava Ridlon)  

Directions: Take the Glenn Highway to the Hiland 

Road exit (mile 12). Follow the signs to the 

campground and enter the gate for the group camp 

area. 

IL PALIO DI ESKALYAIL PALIO DI ESKALYAIL PALIO DI ESKALYAIL PALIO DI ESKALYA    
August 16, 2012 

 
What is the Palio di Eskalya? It is inspired by the 

Italian Palio festivals which encourage civic pride, 

pageantry and multiple competitions where the 

winning Contrade takes the Palio banner and 

bragging rights for the next year! Our Contrades will 

be the households, families and other branches of 

Oertha. The Palio will give each Contrade a chance to 

prove their superiority in the manner of the Italians.  

 

Each Contrade has a unifying symbol and colours to 

represent and identify themselves by placing their 

Contrade symbol/colours on clothing, or displaying 

in any manner of they choose. Each Contrade will 

have their own "horse(s)". These are to be helms 

decorated to be horse head-like (No, this is not the 

Godfather); heavy and rapier. These will be 

displayed in the Grand Parade before the tourney. 

Winners of the heavy and rapier tourney will do a 

rock, paper, scissors to determine the over-all 

champion. 

 

Also there shall be a number of other contests 

wherein points will be given to each Contrade based 

on their placing in each activity. Documentation gets 

extra points. At the end of the day, a special 

ceremony will be held to declare the Contrade with 

the most points the winner and awarding of the 

"Palio" Banner and bragging rights. 

 

This year's contests include: Contrade A&S - 

Contrade banner, best "horse barding', best Italian 

garb - male and female; cooking - Best period Italian 

dish; Bardic - period Italian songs, stories etc. 

Children will have their own horse race (with stick 

horses, of course). Also the Eskalyan bard 

Competition. 

 

Don't have a "Contrade"? Ask to join one, start your 

own or cheer on your favorite Contrade.  

Feast is potluck with main meat dishes provided. 

SUMMER CORONET; CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

Next Baronial Business Meeting: August 11 at the 

Baroness' Champion Event.  All members of the 

populace are invited to attend!  Please contact the 

baronial Seneschal for more information at 

seneschal@selviergard.info 
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Now names of the great ring our halls 

When the battle and plunder calls 

Georg, Stephen, Soren, Ardrude, 

Bjorn and Fathir, Varyag, Canute 

Long as they live our homes will never fall. 

 

Now a Northman can't live on his own 

Their maids must wait back home 

Katya, Heleyne, Cymidia, Etain 

Valentina, Trava, Rolynnda, Shastane 

Hearts that each man must carry alone. 

 

Chorus 

 

Our future remains in the hands 

Of the brave who people our lands 

Though winter storms and raging seas 

We'll always return with the hero's deeds 

To add to our story as poets only can 

 

Now our banner we hoist with pride 

With colors of blood and the night 

Our drakkar flies with golden shiels 

Until we are called to Valhallas fields 

Our Freehold will stand till the end of time. 

 

Now we're turning our bow towards Selviergard 

We're homeward bound towards Selviergard 

So, row ye men and row ye hard 

We're homeward bound towards Selviergard 

So row ye men and row ye hard 

We're homeward bound towards Selviergard. 

 

Legends abound of a land 

Where the sun never sets on the sands 

When the days are long we leave our homes 

In longships strong with fear unknown 

To challenge the seas in Odin's hands 

 

Long winter nights filled with tales 

Of blood that was shed 'neith our sails 

As we bravely fight the Saxon's might 

The Irish and Scots and Romans bright, 

And battle our way through Thor's mighty gails. 

 

Chorus:  

 Now we're turning our bow towards Selviergard 

 We're homeward bound towards Selviergard 

 So row ye men and row ye hard 

 We're homeward bound towards Selviergard 

 

Stories are told of the Trolls 

That guarded this land and its gold 

Rellik and Drako, Shapur and Flinks 

Piasa's dragons, our history links 

The present and past will meld for us all 

 

Oh the North breeds giants of stone 

Who travel from hearth and home. 

Down mountain fijords to foreign soils, 

But always return with the golden spoils, 

And leave our name on every tongue. 

 

Chorus 

 

SELVIERGARDSELVIERGARDSELVIERGARDSELVIERGARD    
Written by Rolynnda of the Azure Stone 
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Potluck is according to your birth month: Gennaio, 

Febbraio, Marzo (Jan, Feb, March) Breads, Spreads 

and cheeses; Aprile, Maggio, Guigno (April, May and 

June) Pasta, rice; Luglio, Agosto, Settembre (July, 

Aug, Sept) Veggies, Fruit; Ottobre, Novembre, 

Dicembre (Oct, Nov, Dec) Desserts. 

 

There will be pomp, splendor and pageantry. Bring 

your banners, your pavilions and cheer on your 

favorite Contrade. 

 

Site opens 10 am. Site Closes 10 pm 

Site fee: Adult - $7 / Children 12 to 4 - $3 / 3 and 

under free. 

 

Contact Information: Elspeth Bouchannane(MKA 

Jacki Frederick) 

 

Directions: From the East to Tudor, left on Elmore, 

south to the Park on the left. From the West to 

Tudor then a right on Elmore. 

 

BRÁNN'S LOREM IPSUMBRÁNN'S LOREM IPSUMBRÁNN'S LOREM IPSUMBRÁNN'S LOREM IPSUM    
A collection of strange and wondrous links 

 

Museum Photos Index Page  

A collection of photos taken in the Netherlands of 

various bronze and iron age artifacts 

 

New York Archaeology Trust Publications Archive  

Free, downloadable publications from the York 

Archaeology Trust 

 

The Horse in Early Ireland 

A paper on the use of the horse in early Ireland, 

from the introduction up to the 15th century 

 

Viking Archaeology Blog  

A blog concerning News reports on Viking Era 

archaeology 

 

On yer Heade: Renaissance Caps, Cawles and Coifs  

A article on several forms of headwear worn by 

women in Elizabethan England 

 

Intro to Ottoman Turkish Clothing and Fashion 

Overview focusing on the clothing in 16th century 

Istanbul 

 

Ottoman Women’s Clothing 

Period paintings from the late 15th through the 16th 

centuries 

 

"Scutulis Dividere Gallia": Weaving on Tablets in 

Western Europe 

An article by Carolyn Priest-Donnan discussing the 

origin, use, and types of tablet weaving 

 

Cut and Construction of a Man’s Pleatwork 

Embroidered Shirt c1500-1600 

An excellent article on the above, using period 

artwork and extant garments from the period. 

  

 

Links provided by Bránn mac Finnchad 

 

PALIO; CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 

BARONIAL REGALIABARONIAL REGALIABARONIAL REGALIABARONIAL REGALIA::::    
TTTTHE HE HE HE CLAYMORECLAYMORECLAYMORECLAYMORE    

 

Once the sword of state for the Canton of Inbhir na Dà 

Abhann; when the two groups formed the Barony the 

sword became the great sword of state for the new  

barony.  Usually seen in the hands of the Baroness' 

Champion or the Baron himself; the claymore is an 

integral part of the history of the Canton and the 

combined history of the Barony of Selviergard. 
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Counter-posture is the positioning of one’s sword 

and body so that the opponent cannot make a 

straight attack, he must first move his blade thus 

lengthening his attack and giving you time to parry.  

One must position his blade in that it is in a stronger 

position than the opponent’s sword.  If the 

opponent makes a straight attack your blade is 

already in place to perform a parry, followed by a 

possible attack.  This can also be setup even when 

using an offensive or defensive offhand.  

As in all things your opponent is a living being and 

therefore is not likely to stay in a single position, he 

will be changing his guard to counter your counter.  

He is also likely to change this position while you are 

moving into measure, thus hoping to gain an 

advantage.  To answer this, one must be able to 

adjust quickly using a wide variety of movements to 

maintain a counter posture and the advantage. 

You should form your counter-posture out of 

measure, so as to stay out of danger.  Use controlled 

movements to change your position; slow 

movements allow you to change your line to attack if 

your opponent attacks on your tempo while you are 

changing posture.  If you are in measure do not use 

your feet to move into the counter-posture, so you 

may use them to change into an attack if your foe 

attacks on your tempo. 

To remain out of danger, change into the counter-

posture out of measure.  Each time your opponent 

changes break measure to counter, before moving 

back into measure.  Continue this until you see an 

advantage to attack. 

Source: Art of Dueling:Salvator Fabris’ rapier fencing 

treatise of 1606, Leoni, Tommasso, 2005 

 

IRISH SCHOOL OF ITALIAN FENCE:IRISH SCHOOL OF ITALIAN FENCE:IRISH SCHOOL OF ITALIAN FENCE:IRISH SCHOOL OF ITALIAN FENCE:    
COUNTERCOUNTERCOUNTERCOUNTER----POSTUREPOSTUREPOSTUREPOSTURE    

By E'ta'in O'Rowarke 

SELVIERGARD'S BARONESS' SELVIERGARD'S BARONESS' SELVIERGARD'S BARONESS' SELVIERGARD'S BARONESS' 

CHAMPIONCHAMPIONCHAMPIONCHAMPION    
August 10-12, 2012 

Eklutna Lake, Alaska 

 

 

Who shall defend the honor of the Baroness E'ta'in 

whilst His Excellency is on the Crusades? 

All fighters are invited to show their skill in the bear 

pit for a chance to win the honor of being the 

Baroness' Champion for the upcoming year. 

Special consideration will be given to fighters who 

also participate in one of the other activities.  An 

Arts and Sciences competition will commence for 

baronial heraldry in any mode. 

Site Information:  Eklutna Lake Campground / 26.5 

Glenn Hwy / Eklutna Lake, AK  99567.  Site opens at 

12 Noon on Friday and closes at 11AM on Sunday.  

Site fee is by donation only (suggested donation 

$10).  Please make checks payable to "SCA, Inc. 

Barony of Selviergard."  Site is discretely wet. 

Directions:  Take the Glenn Hwy to the Eklutna Turn-

off.  Take Eklutna Lake Road to the end and turn 

right into the campground.  Take another right at the 

gate for the group camp area.  We have reserved 

Group Site B at the end. 

Autocrat:  Trava of the West (Trava Ridlon) 
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Anything you can do to make sure the bear is not 

startled by your sudden appearance. 

Don't Crowd Bears.  Believe it or not, bears enjoy 

personal space.  If you see a bear; observe from a 

distance.  Do not try to get closer for a photo 

opportunity or to see if it attempted at pre-16th 

century garb. 

Bears Are Hungry.  Bears only have six months or so 

to build up fat reserves for the winter, so they are on 

the lookout for food.  Cooking away from your 

sleeping tent, along with properly disposing of food 

items is important.  Lock up your food in your car, 

even if it is wrapped up.  Never under any 

circumstances leave food in your tent or pavilion; 

that’s just inviting the bear to enjoy a scrumptious 

feast inside your encampment. 

If you do see a bear, avoid it if at all possible.  If you 

do encounter a bear at close range then you need to 

take different measures to better your chances of 

being able to tell about it around the bardic fire. 

Identify Yourself.  Talk to the bear in a normal voice 

and wave your arms.  If the bear doesn't know what 

you are, chances are he will want to come closer for 

a better look.  Do not imitate bear noises or make a 

high-pitched squeal. 

Don't Run.  You can't run faster than a bear, trust 

me.  Bears will chase fleeing animals, so running 

away only encourages it to chase you.  The bear may 

perform a false charge.  If it gets too close, talk 

louder and be more aggressive.  Bang pots and pans 

or use a noisemaker if you have them. 

If Attacked.  You now have two choices; play dead or 

attack.  The choice is dependent on several things.  

You should play dead if:  you are attacked by a 

grizzly bear you have surprised, encountered on a 

bear feeding on a carcass, or encounter any female 

Oertha is special for many reasons; one of them is 

that our Principality is home to the three types of 

the North American species of bears.  While we 

don't really have to worry about the polar bear 

variety as much; we still need to be aware of both 

the brown and black bears that share Oertha with 

us. 

The camping season is full upon us.  Camping season 

inevitably means that our furry non-member friends 

may be attracted to not only the pageantry and 

chivalry at events, but also the food. 

BEAR BEAR BEAR BEAR SAFETY IN OSAFETY IN OSAFETY IN OSAFETY IN OERTHAERTHAERTHAERTHA    
By: Halfdan "Two Bears" Ôzurrson 

 

Bears are curious, intelligent, and potentially 

dangerous animals.  Learning how to respect bears 

and how to behave properly at camping events can 

help alleviate a lot of problems that come from bear 

encounters in the Northernmost Principality in the 

West Kingdom. 

According to the State of Alaska's Department of 

Fish and Game, there are things to know to be 

better prepared in the advent that a bear make his 

way to an event. 

Bears Don't Like Surprises.  Always make your 

presence known.  If you are walking through a path 

or in the woods, you need to make some noise.  Sing 

your favorite rowdy bardic song or talk loudly.  
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 
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ILLUSTRATIVE HISTORY FOR JUNE A.S ILLUSTRATIVE HISTORY FOR JUNE A.S ILLUSTRATIVE HISTORY FOR JUNE A.S ILLUSTRATIVE HISTORY FOR JUNE A.S XLVIIXLVIIXLVIIXLVII    
By: Halfdan "Two Bears" Ôzurrson, Historian 

This past month saw many events; all of which were 

held within the Barony of Eskalya, our cousins to the 

south. However, the hospitality of our neighbor 

barony was extended to all corners of the lands of 

Oertha, and many gentles from our lands visited and 

took part in the mirth and fun that the good people 

of the Barony of Eskalya offered. 

The following pictures offers a brief glimpse into 

those events; chronicling not only Eskalya's 

contributions to the splendor of Oertha, but those 

Selviergardians who attended those events as well. 

 

Baroness E'ta'in readies herself for a full day of demonstrations at the 

Three Baron's Renaissance Faire held in the lands of Eskalya.   The 

Baroness lended her skill in the art of Rapier to the demonstrations . 

 

Crusillius spend most of the days of the Faire talking to people about the 

SCA and making fond memories for lots of children in his photo 

opportunities with his unique helm. 

 

Nemonna Vicana talks to Baroness Elspeth and Isabele at the Three 

Baron's Renaissance Faire.  Vicana spent days greeting those who 

needed stamps for their grand quest and talking about the SCA. 

 

Sir Varyag and Canute fight with daggers at the William the Marshal 

event.  Both Varyag and Canute made it to the finals, and in the end, it 

was Canute who won the tournament. 

 

Baroness E'ta'in and Brann mac Finnchad duel with rapiers at the 

William the Marshal event.  In the end, it was Brann mac Finnchad that 

won the rapier tournament that day. 
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bear that appears to be protecting its young.  When 

playing dead, lie flat on your stomach or curl up into 

a ball with your hands behind your neck.  In this way, 

the typical bear will break off the attack when it 

feels that the threat has been eliminated.  Stay still 

for as long as possible.  You should fight any bear 

that follows you or breaks into your tent and should 

fight a black bear regardless of the circumstances. 

Additionally, the Department of Fish and Game 

recommends common sense when dealing with 

bears as firearms should not be used as an 

alternative.  Oertha is unique as it is the only realm 

in the Knowne World allowed to have firearms at 

events in case of extreme wildlife situations. 

It is important to note that according to the Alaska 

State Law, a bear may be shot in self defense if the 

bear was not provoked and there is no alternative.  

Do not go looking for a bear just because you need a 

new set of armor; it won't work out that way. 

So, while enjoying the great outdoors in scenic 

Oertha, keep these four things in mind when 

thinking about bear safety: 

1.  Avoid surprising bears at close distances; look for 

signs of bears and make plenty of noise. 

2. Avoid crowding bears; respect their personal 

space. 

3.  Avoid attracting bears through improper handling 

of food and garbage. 

4.  Plan ahead, stay calm, identify yourself, and do 

not run. 

In most cases, bears are not a threat; they are simply 

curious animals that deserve our respect and 

attention.  Keep alert for them, and with the basic 

knowledge of bear safety; you should enjoy a 

wonderful camping event in Oertha. 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game website regarding bears can be 

found at  the following address: 

http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=livingwithbears.main 

BEAR SAFETY; CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 

BARONIAL BARONIAL BARONIAL BARONIAL OFFICER OFFICER OFFICER OFFICER 

CHANGES:CHANGES:CHANGES:CHANGES:    

Julianna Wydeville of Middleham Castle has 

accepted the position of the Gold Key Officer 

Nemonna Vicanna has accepted the position of 

Constable. 

SELVIERGARD'S 4TH OF SELVIERGARD'S 4TH OF SELVIERGARD'S 4TH OF SELVIERGARD'S 4TH OF 

JULY PARADEJULY PARADEJULY PARADEJULY PARADE    
July 4, 2012 

Wasilla, Alaska 

 

Come join the Barony of Selviergard as we take part 

in the local community celebrating the 4th of July.   

We need fighters, non-fighters, and children alike to 

walk in the parade.  Bring your banners!  Bring your 

drums!  Bring your armor!  Bring your walking shoes! 

We will be meeting up at the parking lot of the 

Valley Performing Arts building on West Swanson 

Avenue at 9AM.  The parade starts at 11AM.  

Fighters will need to wear armor and make a lot of 

noise; brief fights can be done at the mayoral 

grandstand and any slow spots in the parade.  Bring 

something to drink as the parade is traditionally on 

hot days. 

For those of us that may be walking; bring 

comfortable shoes.  Additionally, we will be able to 

pass out candy; not throw it.  The Baronial 

Chronicler is working on getting informational 

brochures printed off to pass out to those who are 

interested as well. 

After the parade, the Baroness invites you to attend 

the Mayor's Picnic in which the meal is free.  Plan to 

walk around in garb and greet the people.  

Additionally, photo opportunities abound at the 

Mayor's Picnic; so make sure to smile. 

Please contact the Baroness for more information. 



THE DRAGON ITHE DRAGON ITHE DRAGON ITHE DRAGON IS HUNGRY; S HUNGRY; S HUNGRY; S HUNGRY; 

PLEASE FEED ITPLEASE FEED ITPLEASE FEED ITPLEASE FEED IT 

Keep if fed with your submissions!  Articles, pictures, 

artwork, recipes, tales, and rhyme; these items 

make good food for hungry newsletters.  

Submissions can be sent directly to the Chronicler 

through e-mail or in person.  Submissions are due by 

July 25th, 2012. 

Autocrats, please take a moment to send your event 

copy to this newsletter as soon as possible.  Sending 

in your event information early ensures that your 

event will be seen in the newsletter in the best 

possible spot. 

The next newsletter will be published on  

AUGUST 1, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regnum 

 

Hauoc and Mina 

King and Queen of the West 

crown@westkingdom.org 

 

Taran and Heleyne 

Prince and Princess of Oertha 

oerthancoronets@yahoo.com 

 

Fathir and E'ta'in 

Baron and Baroness of Selviergard 

baronage@selviergard.info 

 

BARONIAL OFFICERS 

Arts and Sciences 

Bránn mac Finnchad 

arts@selviergard.info 

Chatelaine 

Rolynnda of the Azure Stone 

chatelaine@selviergard.info 

Chronicler 

Halfdan “Two-Bears” Ôzurrson 

chronicler@selviergard.info 

Constable 

Nemonna Vicana 

constable@selviergard.info 

Exchequer (ACTING) 

Canute Mjoksiglandi 

exchequer@selviergard.info 

Herald 

Alyssia of Cameo Keepe 

herald@selviergard.info 

Marshal 

Barak the Hunter 

marshal@selviergard.info 

Seneschal 

Trava Zapedova 

seneschal@selviergard.info 

Artistic Credits 

Dragon Art by Katherina (Shiloh Morrison) 

Dover Clip Art, oertha.westkingdom.org, Classroomclipart.com, sca.org, 

Salvatore Fabris, godecookery.com 

Photographs by Halfdan "Two Bears" Ôzurrson (Travis Abe-Thomas)  

SELVIERGARD HISTORY SELVIERGARD HISTORY SELVIERGARD HISTORY SELVIERGARD HISTORY 

PROJECTPROJECTPROJECTPROJECT 

Do you have some history that you would like to 

share; perhaps photographs from events or fond 

memories?  Please share them with us! Contact the 

Baronial Chronicler so we can record the history of 

our illustrious barony. 

The Selviergard History Project is an ongoing plan to 

capture our history in both printed text and images 

so that future generations of Selviergardians can 

look back in awe and wonder at our collective past. 

While some of the history of Selviergard can be 

found online, much more remains hidden out there.  

It is the task of the Historians to gather that 

information and present it for all to see.  If you are 

interested in becoming a Selviergardian Historian; 

please contact Halfdan for more information. 


