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From the Chronicler… 

 

Unto my gentle cousins, brothers, sisters, close and distant relations, 

in-laws, and out-laws in the lands of Mighty Selviergard does 

Halfdan "Two Bears" Ozurrson, Licensed Chronicler by the grace of 

our Baron and Baroness, send warm and humble salutations from 

my frozen hold near Halfdan's Crossing in Eastern Selviergard: 

Greetings! 

Having retrieved all our crops in for the winter and paid the proper 

baronial taxes, it is time to celebrate the oncoming colder season as 

Selviergardians know how; inside, warm, and near a cozy fire with 

plenty of food!   

Our gregarious neighbors to the south and north of our lands will 

also be having Yule-tide celebrations of their own, and I encourage 

each and every one of you to go out and celebrate with our 

Cousins...for they have good food and strong ale as well. 

I would like to take a moment to thank all of those who contributed 

articles, missives, ideas, and encouragement this past year.  This 

publication was nominated for several divisions of the 2013 William 

Blackfox Awards; a honor that could not have been attained without 

the help of many people in this Barony.  Thank you for your time and 

your continued help! 

In Service, 

Kurios Halfdan "Two Bears" Ozurrson,  

Chronicler of Selviergard, Licensed 
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This is the December 2013 issue of The DragonTale, a publication of the Barony of 

Selviergard of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.).  The 

DragonTale is available from the Baronial Chronicler.  It is not a corporate 

publication of SCA, Inc. and does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies.  Copyright © 

2013 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc.  For information on reprinting 

photographs, articles, or artwork, please contact the Chronicler who will assist you 

in contacting the original creator of the piece.  Please respect the legal rights of our 

contributors. 

For information on reprinting photographs, articles, or artwork from this 

publication, please contact the Chronicler by e-mail to chronicler@selviergard.info  
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the legal rights of our contributors. 
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Here Recognize Kenric and Tama, the 

57th Prince and Princess of Oertha! 

 

Oerthan Winter Coronet  

January 18-19, 2014 

Hosted by the Barony of Eskalya 

 

As the cold winter winds of the Arctic take hold, Their 

Highnesses Nathan and Lilla, Prince and Princess of 

Oertha, invite one and all to bear witness to the selection 

of Their Heirs by right of combat and Their Investiture the 

following day. 

There will be a Roses Tourney for both heavy and rapier 

fighters after the Selection of the Heirs. 

His Highness' Whim is pieces to protect one in combat, 

and Her Highness' Whim is white roses in any mode. The 

A&S contest is for leather goods. Eskalya will be 

sponsoring a brewing competition for beers.  

Site information: Dimond Center Suite 233 (the old library 

on the 2nd floor), 800 East Dimond Blvd, Anchorage, AK 

99515. Site is open from 10am Saturday to 6pm Sunday. 

Doors will be locked with security on staff overnight, but 

valuables should not be left. Lunch will be provided 

Saturday, and breakfast on Sunday. Selviergard will host a 

potluck dinner on Saturday for those who wish to 

participate. Site is very discreetly wet. 

Site fee: Adults $15 (plus $5 for non-members), children 5-

15 are $5, and under 5 are free. Family cap $40. Please 

make checks payable to SCA, Inc.-Principality of Oertha. 

Driving Directions: Take the Seward Highway to the 

Dimond exit. Turn west down Dimond Blvd. Turn left at 

the Dimond Center Dr. Turn left into parking lot (by Olive 

Garden). Best parking for closest access to site is entrance 

beneath the Old Navy Sign. Take escalators upstairs, and 

the site is directly ahead. There is access to an elevator for 

heavy items. 

Nearby Hotels: The Dimond Center Hotel 

(http://www.dimondcenterhotel.com/) is across the 

parking lot from the site. 

Autocrat: Anna di Caterina Neri (Georgia Pfile) 

 

 

 

 

 

Eskalyan Yule 

December 7, 2013 

Barony of Eskalya 

 

My Lords and Ladies fair, I, Lord Colyne Jak Leslie and my 

Lady Isabel de la Hay, Along with Her Excellency, Baroness 

Elspeth, cordially invite you all to attend Eskalya’s annual 

Yule event. This year we will be celebrating our peace 

made with the Shadowy Forces that beset us at Samhein. 

Bring out your finest garb. There will be dancing and 

merry making. For the treasures of Oertha we will have an 

ornament creation station with prizes given. 

Put your thinking caps on and present your best subtleties 

for the Master/Mistress of Ambrosia competition. There 

will be Heavy and Rapier prize tourneys, as well as the 

tourney to decide the new Lord and Lady of Misrule. 

Feast will be a full served, three course meal. Please RSVP 

to Lady Isabel by Sunday November 24th for feast. 

Site information: First Congregational Church of 

Anchorage. 2610 E Northern Lights Blvd, Anchorage, AK 

99508. 

Site opens at Noon and closes at 8PM. 

Site fee: Donation – One unwrapped new toy per person 

or 2 cans of food per person. *Donations to benefit Toys 

for Tots, and the Food Bank of Alaska.* 

Autocrats: Colyne Jak Leslie and Isabel de la Hay (Thom 

and Corey Chivers) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Festive Selviergardian Yule 

Event Report 

 

The Barony of Selviergard kicked off the Oerthan Yule season with 

festive fighting, games, and warm camaraderie on the last day of 

the month of November.  The event was attended by many people 

both from the Barony of Selviergard and from the Barony of 

Eskalya; a wonderful turnout!  The event was warm, comfortable, 

and full of cheer as the Yuletide season was celebrated with 

excitement and fun activities. 

After a brief court held by Baroness Étaín, the Festive Tournament 

was held.  First, the participating fighters were decorated in the 

latest and greatest festive fashion with the populace deciding on 

the overall winner.  Viscount Fergus Mac Thomais won the day with 

his stunning Christmas tree tabard with tree-shaped ermine spots 

along the bottom…very fashionable. 

 

The fighters display themselves to the Gallery before the Festive Tournament at Selviergard's 

Yule.  Photo by Parker Sampson, November 30, 2013. 

The tournament itself was fast and furious; with seven fighters 

taking the field.  The combatants fought well, but in tournaments 

such as this, there can be only one winner; in this case, Viscount Sir 

Kennric Maur took the prize in the finals with Viscount Gregor 

Hawke. 

 

Afterwards, four Rapier fighters took the field in their own 

tournament of merriment.  With rapier blades flashing and jabbing 
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Calendar of Events 

 

December 7 

Yule 

Barony of Eskalya 

December 21 

Yule 

Barony of Winter's Gate 

 
December 21 

Yule 

Shire of Earngyld 

 
December 28 

Saint Stephen's Day 

Shire of Pavlok Gorod 

January 3-5 

Twelfth Night Coronation 

Kingdom of the West 

January 18-19 

Oerthan Winter Coronet 

Principality of Oertha 

(Hosted by the Barony of Eskalya) 

 
February 25-March 3 

Estrella War 

Kingdom of Atenveldt 

 
March 15 

Ides of March 

Barony of Selviergard 

 
April 18-20 

West Kingdom Town Faire 

Kingdom of the West 

 
 

Events further out can be found online on the 

Oerthan calendar.  Make sure to check it out!  

Autocrats and Seneschals:  It is important to 

advertise your events! 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on page 4… 

http://www.oertha.westkingdom.org/
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Baronial History On Display:   

Butte Fighter Practice 

 

 
The three fighters who participated at fighter practice on top of the 

Butte.  Photo by Halfdan "Two Bears" Ozurrson, May 20, 2007. 

 

Fighter practices out in the area known as the Butte 

in Eastern Selviergard, while not common, are 

usually just that…a regular fighter practice.  

However, fighter practices on the Butte are a totally 

different matter. 

In the later part of May in 2007; three fighters 

climbed up the Bodenburg Butte to hone their skills 

amidst a scene like few other places can offer, even 

in the Barony of Selviergard. 

Heleyne of Avebury, who was the Seneschal of 

Selviergard at the time, remarked "Huzzah for the 

mighty fighting men of Selviergard! For on this day 

they donned their armor and climbed to the top of 

Bodenberg Butte…there to claim anew all the lands 

visible from the summit." 

Sir Georg of Glacier's Edge (who was Baron of 

Selviergard at the time), Varyag (who was Sir Georg's 

man-at-arms), and Brock Gralbarda took up a 

challenge to scale the 886 foot tall butte in what may 

be the most interesting and exotic fighter practice in 

Selviergardian, West Kingdom, or possibly even 

Knowne World history. 

The Selviergard History Project 

this way and that, in the end it was Brann mac 

Finnchad who took the day in the finals against 

M'Lord Fallan. 

From there, the traditional "Rock-Paper-Scissors" 

tournament commenced, enticing many fighters and 

consorts who have never participated in the 

Selviergardian tradition.  The prize, of course, was 

the coveted title of Lord and Lady of Misrule and 

some wonderful hats that were donated by Sir 

Varyag and Mistress Trava.    

The Misrule Tournament, which was best two out of 

three and single elimination saw Viscountess 

Margarita di Calvi, fighting for the honor of her lord 

Viscount Fergus Mac Thomas up against M'Lord Sam 

fighting for the honor of Aine O'Ciarbhaill.  In the 

end, it was Sam and Aine O'Cearbhaill that became 

the Lord and Lady of Misrule. 

The final court, held before the feast, saw the 

children, newcomers, and the officers of the Barony 

thanked and gifted items of esteem from the hands 

of the Baron and Baroness as is customary.  Also in 

court, Baron Fathir and Baroness Étaín made the 

announcement that they wish to step down from the 

Baronial thrones by the time of Baroness' Champion.  

The announcement met with sadness in the hall, but 

the gentle words of the Baronage helped alleviate 

much sorrow as they confirmed that they would 

remain within the Barony as active residents. 

Feast was typically Selviergardian, with so much food 

that the celebrants of the Yule season had their 

bellies full of good food. 

Nemonna Vicana, the Autocrat for the event noted "I 

would like to thank you all for coming out to 

celebrate the start of the Season with Their 

Excellencies and Selviergard. It was a most enjoyable 

event due to the great company and yummy treats 

y’all brought." 

 

 

 

Event Report; Continued from page 3 
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Baronial Positions Available 

The following officer positions and/or deputy 

positions are currently open within the Barony of 

Selviergard.  Please take a moment to look over the 

current listings and see if you would like to help our 

group grow. 

___________________________________________ 

Deputy Herald 

The Deputy Constable position will learn the 

basics of heraldry and help with duties 

associated with this office in addition to 

ensuring the reports and name/device 

submissions are sent in to Principality Herald.  

The Deputy Herald will eventually take on full 

responsibilities and job titles of this office.  

On-the-job training is available to those that 

request it. 

 

Applicants for this position need to send a 

Letter of Intent / SCA Resume to the Baronial 

Herald at:  

herald@selviergard.westkingdom.org 

___________________________________________ 

Deputy Constable 

The Deputy Constable position will assist the 

Constable in his duties which include helping 

people in signing in at events, ensuring site 

fees are secure, and helping to organize site 

safety and security. Applicants may 

eventually take over the position should they 

so desire. 

 

Applicants for this position need to send a 

Letter of Intent / SCA Resume to the Baronial 

Constable at:  

constable@selviergard.westkingdom.org 

 

From the Seneschal… 

Greetings Selviergard and Our Dear Cousins in 

Eskalya, 

I would like to thank you all for coming out to 

celebrate the start of the Season with Their 

Excellencies and Selviergard. It was a most 

enjoyable event due to the great company 

and yummy treats y’all brought…a heartfelt 

thank to you all.  Happy Season to all of you 

and your families and safe travels as you go 

about your holiday plans.  

With the announcement from the Baronage 

about stepping down; please be patient with 

the Seneschale as she prepares for the 

upcoming notices and other items that must 

take place so that we have everything in order 

for this polling.  Further detailed information 

will be posted on the baronial e-group, 

Facebook page, and this newsletter. 

Yours In Service, 

Vicana 

 

Congratulations to Aine O'Cearbhaill, our newest 

fighter in the lands of Selviergard!  She was 

authorized as a heavy fighter at Selviergard's Yule. 
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Medieval-ish Dish:  Food for All 

 

The holiday season is celebrated in many ways, but 

the most common theme of the season is food…lots 

of food.  Here are several quick recipes for those 

holiday dinners with friends and family that could be 

considered somewhat in period; although in the end 

it really only matters if the dish is delicious. 

 

Stuffed Dates in Honey 

4 lbs. dates, pitted  

2 cups blanched almonds 

2 cups honey  

salt  

 

Stuff each date with one almond. Sprinkle with salt. 

Place in a baking pan, cover with honey and bake at 

325° F 15 minutes, stirring once halfway through. Sit 

until cool. Remove from honey before serving. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Bryondons 

(Yellow and Red Cakes with Wine Sauce) 

4 ½ cups flour  

2 cups sugar  

½ cup (or more) cold water  

few drops yellow food-coloring  

¼ tsp. salt  

vegetable oil  

1 bottle sweet red wine  

1 ½ cup honey  

½ cup red wine vinegar  

few drops red food coloring  

1 tsp. ea. pepper, cloves, & mace  

½ cup ea. chopped dates, currants, slivered almonds 

1 cup figs, diced  

 

Simmer figs in a little wine; set aside. Bring 

remaining wine & honey to a boil; reduce heat, skim 

off scum until clean. Add vinegar, red coloring, 

pepper, cloves, mace, fruits, figs, & nuts, return to a 

boil, reduce heat to a low simmer. 

  

In a separate bowl, mix flour, sugar, & salt. Dye the 

water yellow, slowly work enough water into flour to 

make smooth dough. Roll out on floured board, cut 

in strips about 1 in. wide and 4 in. long. 

  

Fry strips in oil in a deep skillet until lightly browned 

and & crisp. Drain. Place the cakes on a serving 

platter, spoon on fruits & nuts with lots of syrup. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Beef Ribs in Wine 

4 lbs. beef ribs  

¼ cup fresh parsley, chopped  

1 large onion, minced  

1 c currants  

½ tbs. each pepper, cinnamon, & cloves 

½ tbs. red food coloring  

few threads saffron  

½ tsp. salt  

1 ½ liters red wine  

¾ cup red wine vinegar  

 

Roast beef until done; place in a large baking pan. In 

a separate pot, combine all the other ingredients. 

Bring to a boil, reduce to a simmer and cook until 

currants are plump and soft and the onion is cooked. 

Pour over beef; cover baking pan with foil and cook 

at 400° for ½ hour-45 minutes. Remove, place on a 

serving platter and spoon on currants, onions, & 

syrup. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Potato Cakes 

1 ½ lbs. potatoes  

¼ lb. onions  

3 tbs milk  

1 tsp salt  

1 ½ tsp olive oil  

½ tsp pepper 

  

Boil unpeeled potatoes for 15 minutes. Peel & allow 

to cool. Shred. Chop onions finely and saute in oil 

until translucent. Mix onions, potato shreds, salt and 

pepper. Form cakes about 1 in. thick and place in 

greased baking pan. Sprinkle evenly with milk. Bake 

at 425° F 1 hour. 



 

The Barony is welcome to come and ring in the New 

Year at Dun Gleann, the home of Baron Fathir and 

Baroness Étaín. The start time will be posted later on 

as the date gets closer and everyone is welcome to 

stay the night. It shall be a pot luck dinner and 

snacks for the night. Bring your own fireworks and 

any games that you would like to play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2013 The DragonTale Page 7 
 

Common Questions:                            

What is the term Anno Societatis ? 

By Kurios Halfdan "Two Bears" Ôzurrson 

Cultures in the past usually identified the number of 

the year in different ways; for the Athenians it was 

based off archons, for the Romans it was consuls.  

Other cultures based the counting of years of reigns 

of local kings; very similar to how our own mundane 

calendar reckons the years from Jesus Christ. 

Anno Societatis, the term used by the Society for 

Creative Anachronism, literally means "the Year of 

the Society" and counts from the Birthday Party held 

on May 1, 1966; the Society's traditional inception as 

a group (although the group would be named and 

incorporated several years later--another story to be 

sure). 

The term Anno Societatis is often displayed simply as 

the initials "A.S." and then the year written in roman 

numerals.  In some cases, the Arabic numerals are 

used instead since some of us have a hard time 

remembering what X's and V's represent 

numerically. 

The use of Anno Societatis can be used for any 

number of projects, but mostly seen in conjunction 

with period style missives and historical references. 

Having a hard time remembering what year the 

Society is in?  There are a couple ways of deciphering 

it out.  The main SCA website has good information 

on Reckoning Society Calendar Dates and gives you 

the answer right away according to the mundane 

year.  Or, for those so inclined and knowledgeable; 

performing simple math is advisable as well; simply 

deduct 1966 from the current year and be mindful of 

the start of the Society New Year. 

Do you have a question about the SCA or the Barony 

of Selviergard?  Perhaps I can help!  Your question 

may be the next one featured in this newsletter.  

Simply send your question to the Chronicler at 

chronicler@selviergard.westkingdom.org 

 

 

Old Warrior 

Written by Lord Colum Mac Eoghain Uí Niall 

 

I was a Warrior tired of war 

Faith shaken, my will to fight was dying 

Each breath that I took seemed a painful chore 

Trapped in darkest hell, you found me crying 

 

A feeble man, under extreme duress 

In kindness you offered your hand to me 

A tender smile, a friendly caress 

To my prison’s gate, your love held the key 

 

My lady a heaven sent angel seems  

Oh God!  But one question I have for thee 

Is she the one you had in mind for me? 

My Lady’s love like a sword burning bright 

Refreshed and armed I am ready for the fight! 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVERTISMENT 

ADVERTISMENT 

 

 

Photograph of Lord Crusillus and Lady Vicana on their wedding day; 

photo courtesy of Lord Colum Mac Eoghain Uí Niall. 

http://www.sca.org/links/calendar.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regnum 

 
 

Marc and Patricia 

King & Queen of the West 
crown@westkingdom.org 

 
Nathan and Lilla 

Prince & Princess of Oertha 
royals@oertha.westkingdom.org 

 

 

Fathir and Étáin 

Baron & Baroness of Selviergard 
baron@selviergard.westkingdom.org 

baroness@selviergard.westkingdom.org 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Seneschal 

Nemona Vicanna 
seneschal@selviergard.westkingdom.org 
  
Minister of Arts and Sciences 

Dagmar the Red 
aands@selviergard.westkingdom.org 

 

Chatelaine 

Aine Ó Cearbhaill 
chatelaine@selviergard.westkingdom.org 

 

Chronicler 

Halfdan "Two Bears" Ôzurrson 
chronicler@selviergard.westkingdom.org 

 

Constable 

Ciarán Ó Cearbhaill 
constable@selviergard.westkingdom.org 
 

Exchequer 

Rolynnda of the Azure Stone 
exchequer@selviergard.westkingdom.org 
 

Herald 

Halfdan "Two Bears" Ôzurrson 
herald@selviergard.westkingdom.org 

 

Knight Marshal 

Ciarán Ó Cearbhaill 
marshal@selviergard.westkingdom.org 

 

Web Minister 

Sextus Valerius Crusillus 
webminister@selviergard.westkingdom.org 

 

 
 
 

Calling All Artisans… 

The Selviergard Coffers are in need of items to be 

donated as gifts!  Oertha's Coronet and Investiture is 

a wonderful time to show off your artistic abilities in 

the form of offerings to the Royals. 

Items should be something that are easily packed for 

travel; jewelry, cords in the Kingdom colors, and 

other small items that you may be able to create.  It 

is recommended that you stay away from highly 

perfumed items or other items that may cause 

allergic reactions. 

Once completed, your item should have a small tag 

on it describing the item; such as what ingredients 

were used.  Additionally, putting your name on the 

tag as the maker of the item is a good idea so that 

the person receiving it can know who did it…use 

your SCA name. 

Contact the Baron and Baroness of Selviergard for 

more ideas or to schedule a time to pick up or 

deliver your contribution to the coffers. 

Let us all take some time and add to the Baronial 

Coffers to help show the visiting Royals that we as a 

Barony welcome them to  lands of Oertha! 

 

Please send your artwork, articles, pictures, recipes, 

tales, and rhyme to feed the Dragon!  Submissions 

for the newsletter are due by December 25th. 

The next edition of the DragonTale will be published 

on 

 January 1, 2014 

 

Photographs by Parker Sampson and Halfdan "Two Bears" 

Ôzurrson.  Feast clipart from pbm.com  Officer badges 

courtesy of SCA.org.  Recipes courtesy of Robin Henderson 

via BellaOnline.  Special thanks to Lord Colum from 

Atenveldt for his poem titled Old Warrior and the attached 

photograph. 

 

 

The DragonTale was nominated for Best Overall Newsletter and 

Best Layout and Design for the 2013 William Blackfox Awards 


