
      Unto the Populace of Selviergard, 

The Barony of Selviergard has enjoyed a wondrous and exciting year. The myriad 

different events this past year has given us the opportunity to learn new things, to 

showcase our knightly virtues, to find new projects and passions, and to celebrate 

together.  This past year we have chosen new champions, feasted with family and 

friends, and welcomed new Princes and Princess' to the thrones of the Principality 

in which we reside.  What an amazing year! 

Thank you for the wonderful Yule; a fitting finish to our most wonderful year.  

Thank you to those who braved the weather and joined us for an event that was 

quite memorable and fantastic and celebrated the season with us.  Thank you to 

those that participated in the Arts and Sciences display and inspired more wonder 

for the coming year.  I look forward to the next event to see your progress and even 

more items that you are working on.  And last, but not least, thank you to the   

Autocrats who put on a fantastic event. 

Oertha's Winter Coronet is almost here.  A time to celebrate the reign of Duncan 

and Violet and to welcome in Their Successors.  Come and bring banners to help 

decorate the hall, bring your sense of adventure and pageantry and celebrate the 

weekend as Selviergard is well known for: with fun and excitement. 

In Service, 

Halfdan 

Barônos of Selviergard                         

ords From The Baron 
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Events further out can be 
found online on the 

Oerthan calendar. Make 
sure to check it out!  
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In a short few days we challenge you all to come to the tournament of the season and witness a 
list of fighters engage in brutal combat to represent our Principality to the Known World as the 
63rd Prince and Princess. We shall have the blessings of Our King and Queen of the West, and see the elevation of a 
new Peer into the Principality! 

The new Prince shall prove himself worthy by right of arms in the use of only savagery, skill, and axes.  

The new Princess shall prove herself with beauty, passion and grace. 

The following is a list of those who have accepted the challenge, and will prove to us all the most fantastic  
display of death dances for the Old Gods to admire leaving only carnage for the crows to feast upon. 
We shall honor these fighters and their consorts! Good luck to you all! 
 

Viscount Fergus MacThomais 

Viscountess Margarita Catherine di Calvia 

Viscount Sir Kenric Maur 

Viscountess Dagmar the Red 

Viscount Nathan Hartman 
Mistress Cyneshild Cynesigesdohtor 

Viscount Sir Shawn Robert of Kilkenny 

Viscountess Arabella Eleanor Hamilton 

Lord Sevastian Agafange-

lovich Golystin 

Lady Angela of Eskalya 

Lord Hradi Kottr 

Silvia of Thrace 

Baron Hallbiorn Erlændarson 

Baroness Ellisif a Reikiavik 

Lord Nikor from the Isle of the Oaks 

Baroness Elisheva bint Sitt al-Sirr 

Lord Hans Shaffer 

Lady Elena verch Ruari 

Ronan of Winter’s Gate 

Moringen Donchata 

Fellbjorn Gunnarsson 

Felicia of Eskalya 

To all of the Oertha! Hear the call of Prinz Duncan and Prinzessa Violet! 
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Yuletide Celebrations in Eskalya Event Report for Eskalya's Yule 

          The Barony of Eskalya hosted a Yule celebration in which there was plenty of merrymaking 
held in the warm hall.  Tables were decorated for the season, colorful garb donned, and 
friends and family joined together to drive the cold winter away. 

In addition to Baronial Arts and Sciences competitions, the Principality of Oertha's A&S    
Competition for Period Board Games also took place.  There 
were many entrants to this competition representing many 
different games from the time period covered by the Society 
for Creative Anachronism.  It was announced that Yamano  
Yuki-san of Selviergard took the prize for the day with her           
embroidered Fox and Geese board.  Congratulations to all the       
wonderful entries in this marvelous endeavor and the           
continued support for all Arts and Sciences in the Principality 
of   Oertha. 

The Argent Oliphant gift exchange and Ambrosia contest,    
seasonal favorites within the Barony of Eskalya, also took place 
much to the delight of all.  Gifts were exchanged with little to 
no bloodshed and desserts were sampled with much delight. 

Feast was a wonderful affair that brought out many delicacies 
of meats, vegetables, and desserts enough to satisfy even the 
most picky of eaters (or the most hungry in most cases).  Those 
attending Feast were regaled with a story from Lord Sevastian 
Agafangelovich Golystin with a very important moral to be 

heard by all this holiday season. 

Court included the giving of gifts and the elevation of a new officer for the Barony. Her Excellency received a series of 
gifts from Baron Halfdan of Selviergard, most notably with a central theme as noted by Her Excellency with          
amusement. 

The Yuletide greetings having been bestowed upon each the other the celebrants of the day's event travelled back to 
their wintry homes in anticipation of more events and the upcoming Solstice; where the days would get brighter and 
warmer in imitation of the Yule in the Barony of Eskalya.                                                     The Selviergard Associated Press 
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A group photograph at Eskalya's Yule celebration.             

December 5, 2015.  Photo by Halfdan Ozurrson. 

Principality of Oertha (Wasilla, AK)  Their Highnesses Duncan and Violet, Prinz and Prinzessa 
of Oertha, invite one and all to bear witness to the selection of Their Heirs by right of com-

bat and Their Investiture the following day.  There will be a Roses Tourney for both heavy and rapier fighters after the Selection of 
the Heirs. 
Contests Include: Prinz’ Whim: Best creative use of Runes – Any time period welcome.  Prinzessa’s Whim: Western Zodiacal Sym-
bols (Whole Zodiac, one sign, glyph or constellation. Be Creative).  A&S: Original Morality Story or Play 
Please join Caitriona for her Vigil on Friday evening for her Laurel ceremony. Vigil will begin at 8pm and will run until Midnight. 

 Site Information: St. Therese’s Camp (7180 Twin Lakes Dr. Wasilla, AK 99654).  Site opens at 6PM on Friday and closes at 8PM 
on Sunday. 

Driving directions: From the South. Take the Glenn HWY to the parks interchange. Exit onto Trunk Rd. going Right. Take Trunk to 
Bogard and follow the Roundabout L onto Bogard. Turn R onto N Engstrom Rd. Follow as it turns into E Settlement Ave. Turn L onto 
Twin Lakes Dr. Look for SCA signs.  

From the North. Take the Parks Hwy to Trunk Rd, turning L onto Trunk at the exit. Follow above directions the rest of the way. 

 Site fee: Adults $15 ($5 non-member surcharge applies), children 5-15 are $5, and under 5 are free. Family cap $40. Please 
make checks payable to SCA, Inc.-Principality of Oertha. 

On Site Lodging available for an additional fee. Contact the Autocrat to reserve a bunk or full cabin and for pricing info.  

 Event Lodging for those wishing to stay on site: We have 6 duplex rooms which have a queen size bed and 3 bunk beds, and 5 
cabins that have from 14 beds to 22 beds each. The cost is $20/person for the weekend. That is not for the whole room/cabin, 
but if your group/household would like to rent a full cabin or duplex room and there is space we can work that out. Please con-
tact me to reserve lodging space. Payment must be made with Site Fee at time of gate sign in. 

 Autocrat: Anna di Caterina Neri (Georgia Pfile) 

Oerthan Winter Coronet    
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Good Cheer and Dancing in Selviergard   Event Report for Selviergard's Yule 

 "Sing the songs and dance the dances 
For the season for mirth is here"  

                                     - from The Song of Selviergard  
 

The Barony of Selviergard celebrated the season of Yule with laughter and cheer at 
the much anticipated yearly activity.  The event, modeled after a later-period Ball, 
was well attended by many people from both the Barony of Selviergard and the 
Barony of Eskalya (with an attendee from the far away land of Ravensfjord) ready 
to celebrate the holiday season with masks, later period clothing, and lots of food.  
Did we mention lots of food? 
Tables were set out on which delicacies were placed for a side board and even 
more tables were brought so that the populace could enjoy the day.  Additionally, 
a counter was set up for various arts and sciences projects that the populace has 
been working on showcasing the efforts and expertise of Selviergardians.  Works 
ranged from a hat, embroidery pieces, a Norse chest, and even a reliquary in    
progress. 
Early on in the day the annual "Rock-Paper-Scissors" competition took place.   
Competitors each vied to become the Lord or Lady of Misrule; an honored        
tradition this time of year in the 
Barony of Selviergard.  While 

many entered the competition only two people could come away as the winners.  As such, it was 
Sir Kenric Maur who won the title of Lord of Misrule and Mistress Trava of the West who, as his 
consort for the day, took the title of Lady of Misrule.  As is also tradition in these lands hats were 
bestowed upon the winners; an outward representation of their hard won victory and new titles 
for the day. 
The Rapier community hosted a series of exhibition fights to showcase the skills and talents of 
those who study the blade.  Three fighters took the rapier field; Viscount Fergus mac Thomais, 
Donna Etain O'Rowarke, and Tiarna Brann mac Finnchad.  These three fighters, who happen to 
be baronial champions as well, displayed amazing ability on the field.  It was a sincere joy to 

watch the rapier fighters show off their skills and 
entertain the audience with graceful moves and 
clever sword skills. 
Before the end of the event, Baron Halfdan held 
court in which several items of business were  
conducted.  After some words from His Excellency 
thanking those in attendance, the Autocrats were 
called forward for their announcements.  It was 
then that Viscount Fergus mac Thomais was gifted with an item of esteem from the Autocrats for 
entering Rapier field.  It was also here that Mistress Clare Elena was announced as the winner for 
the Finger Food Competition.  Before they retired, the Autocrats were gifted with bronze rings for 
their service from the Baron of Selviergard. 
Also in court, Mistress Rolynnda of the Azure Stone took on a new Apprentice; Ciara der Alcan, and 
the ceremony and words were witnessed by His Excellency Halfdan in his court.  Elspeth, Baroness 
of Eskalya, also asked for a bit of time in her Royal Cousin's court in which she named Lord Kolskeggr 
Ungi as her Baronial guardsman. 
Gifts were given by Baron Halfdan to not 

only the children of Oertha but also the officers of his Barony.  Additionally, Baron   
Halfdan announced a repeal of taxation for members of the populace of Selviergard 
much to the cheering of the assembled populace.  In an unrelated announcement; the 
populace of Eskalya were informed of double taxation for the duration of the holiday 
season by Baron Halfdan. 
To finish off the event some dancing was performed.  Masks were donned and the  
musicians plucked their strings and the dances began.  While not as intricate as the 
strange and abstruse Karabushkas and Pavans of our Southern Cousins in Eskalya, the 
dancing was well enjoyed and performed with cheer and laughter.  
With the last strands of music still in the hall, the event was cleaned up quickly as the 
celebrants made ready to head home after a busy day.  
Many thanks to the Autocrats of the event who crafted a memorable event for us all.  
Thank you to everybody who made it out for the Yule celebration in these lands.  Yule is 
a time for family and friends, and this event showed us all that we have a very large 
family indeed.   The Selviergard Associated Press 
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Sir Kenric Maur and Mistress Trava of the 

West are crowned asLord and Lady of Misrule.   

December 12, 2015.   

Photograph by Yamano Yuki  

Friends gather at the start of Selviergard's Yule.   

December 12, 2015.  Photograph by Halfdan Ozurrson. 

Viscount Fergus mac Thomais and Tiarna 

Brann mac Finnchad exchange blows.   

December 12, 2015.                                     

Photograph by Halfdan Ozzurson  

Dancing together closes up the event.   

December 12, 2015.                                    

Photograph by Yamano Yuki. 
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Greetings - 
It is time for the Winter Coronet Ivory Spoon Competition. The competition is open to all ... even 
if you don’t live in the Principality of Oertha. In keeping with the season of  winter, the Ivory Spoon 
competition will be a choice of a preserved food or a dish utilizing preserved foods. No recipe is provided; you may 
choose your own. The intent of this theme is to think of foods available in the "dead of winter" when the larders may 
be getting a bit lean. The choice of dish is up to the participant but be prepared to explain how this is a dish that might 
be found on the winter table. 
This competition will be judged by the participants in the contest. Each person will be asked to explain/share the recipe 
they used, what they did to create the dish and how that relates to period food and food processes. 
To help you get started, here are a couple of web sites to help you consider a preserved food dish: 
Preserving Foods in the Current Middle Ages: 
http://www.mkcc.rhawn.com/MKCCfiles/PreservingFoods.html 
Medieval Cookery 
http://www.medievalcookery.com/ 
Some examples of dishes that could be prepared: Candied Orange Peel, Compost 
Please direct any questions to Mistress Clare Elena de Montfort at kginalaska (at) gmail (dot) com 
In Service,     Mistress Clare Elena de Montfort 

Think about the last event you attended, lots of people dressed in a wide variety of clothing styles and time periods. 
One thing they all have in common are the accessories that they wear, beads and medallions, ribbons and amber, 
chains and belts, all of this is to decorate their person and stand out in the crowd. We all spend a lot of time and money 
on our clothes and jewelry to fit our personas.  Now look at the space that people occupy during an event, specifically 
the table they sit at. Many people bring baskets with their feast gear and table decorations, they set their tables with 
cloth covers and candles and center pieces, but mixed in with this are plastic bags, plastic tubs and totes. 
With all the effort to look medieval, we all tend to overuse and overlook these modern items that detract from what 
we are trying to do. The solution to this is more period containers to haul our stuff to events, baskets and wood boxes 
are as period as you can get, baskets can be found at many stores. The drawback to using baskets to haul gear in is lim-
ited capacity both in size and weight, for a single person with just one set of feast gear a basket is a good idea, but for a 
family or household, baskets just don’t hold all the supplies we need to bring. This is where the “Tourney Box” comes 
into use. Using a wood box to carry your gear in has many advantages, ridged construction protects dishes and glass 
wear from breakage, has a greater weight capacity than a basket and can be used as a seat or small table if needed. 
The disadvantage is more gear means more weight to carry, overloading can be a problem. Most of all having a period 
box to carry your stuff in looks good around the table during an event. 
Building a Box: 
A tourney box can be made in any shape or size you want to fit any period of time, from plain to decorated, the choice 
is yours. For me I needed a box that was plain and sturdy to carry our feast gear, after looking a different styles and 
uses I chose a design based on Norse Ship Boxes, these were the “foot lockers” of the day. Through there were several 
styles in use they all had a common theme, the body of the box was elevated by having the end panels elongated to 
raise the body off the floor of the boat and out of any water sloshing around the floorboards. This style has good use at 
outdoor events when sitting on the ground, if the ground is wet the body of the box and its contents stay dry.   Having 
built many boxes, I have found that the biggest size that is practical to load and carry is about 24” long x 14”wide and 
14” deep, the end panels are 20” high to give you 6” of clearance from the ground. This size seems small until you are 
loading it, the drawback is overloading it and making it hard to carry.  
Materials: 
There are many choices in materials and design, from planks to plywood. For utilitarian tourney boxes I prefer ply-
wood, less cost and less construction time. Plywood is very strong and can be purchased in several thicknesses. The 
best size is ½” ACX, this has a nicer finish than utility grade wood and sands to a smoother surface. A 4’x4’ Panel will 
make one box of the above size. Hinges and closers can be any style you like, simple steel hinges can be painted before 
use or you can go with brass or cabinet hardware, style is limited only by what you can find.  

Event Atmosphere      Dressing up your personal space 

http://www.mkcc.rhawn.com/MKCCfiles/PreservingFoods.html
http://www.medievalcookery.com/
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For assembling the box you will need 1 ½” finish nails, ¼” hardwood pegs and Elmer’s Carpenters 
Glue and choice of wood stain or paint. 
Tools: 
Skill saw or table saw to cut plywood, Hand Drill, 1/16” drill bit, ¼” drill bit, Belt Sander with 120 and 220 belts, sanding 
block –medium and fine, tape measure, straight edge, pencil,  hammer, screwdriver, hacksaw and brush for stain/paint. 
Begin: 
First thing to do is layout the plywood, find the side with the best grain to be the outside of the box. Look at the         
direction of the grain before you draw out the pattern. For strength I make the front and back panels with the grain 
horizontal to the ground and for the end panels they are vertical to the ground, the bottom panel should have the grain 
running to match the front and back panels. The lid of the box can go either way depending on how the grain looks. I 
recommend making a full size pattern out of cardboard and cutting out each piece. You can then layout the pieces on 
the plywood to be sure of having enough wood and checking the lay of the woodgrain. Once you have this done draw 
out the pattern pieces and cut the plywood. The next step is to sand the wood, the flats and all the edges, take off all 
the rough parts and splinters, pay extra attention to the outside of the wood. Check that the front and back and both 
ends match each other so the box is not crooked. Next is to attach the front and back panels to the end panels, I prefer 
to place the ends of the long panels over the ends to make a clean looking box from the front.  
On the ends of the front and back panels use the 1/16th inch drill bit to drill 3 holes ¼” from the edge, and evenly 
spaced on the edge panel. Do this on each end of the long panels. Line up the edges and check for fit, now glue the 
edge and nail together with the finish nails to secure the panel. Do his to all the ends and you now have a box with four 
walls and no floor or lid. Next, measure and verify the inside dimensions at the bottom of the box, cut the bottom 
panel and fit snugly in the opening, once this is fitted to satisfaction, drill 4 holes along the bottom edge of the front 
and back panels, glue on edge and use finish nails in predrilled holes to secure one side, flip the box and    repeat on 
back edge. Stand box on its feet and check for square of box, it should sit flat on floor without rocking. While glue is 
drying check the measurements of the top, the lid should overlap all four sides of the top, measure and cut to fit, sand 
as needed. Once the glue has set put box on its side and drill the ¼” holes at even interval on the front and back panels, 
then lightly mark the ends and drill 1/4” holes for pegs in the end panels. Have a small paper cup with glue in it, dip the 
ends of the pegs into the glue and place in the holes, hammer each one down until it bottoms out, you want about ¼” 
sticking out when done.  
Do this to each hole and let it sit overnight to dry. Use the    hacksaw to cut off the excess peg wood, then take the belt 
sander and go over each peg and the whole box to smooth it all up. Use 220 grit or finer paper for the final sanded   
finish. Fit the lid and pre-drill the screw holes for the hardware. Once all the hardware has been fitted, remove them 

and stain or paint as desired. Once dry install your hardware 
and it is ready to use. -  Viscount Fergus MacThomais  
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One of the hardest things about doing arts and craft projects is getting started. This entails having 
a vision of what you want to make, then maybe a sketch to help visualize your idea. As your mind 
works out your vision, you start making a mental list of the materials you will use, then the list goes on paper. As you 
go to purchase your materials your brain starts to second guess you, as you look at and hold the materials in your hand 
and think about your project, new ideas on how to do it will come to you. Sometimes a better material will present it-
self as you go, but in the end you walk out with what you believe will help your vision come to life. 
Now you are standing in your workshop looking at your materials and your sketches, you begin to layout your project 
on the table, suddenly what you wanted to do that seemed so easy in your head is looming up at you and telling you, 
“No I don’t want to be this thing” you suffer a moment of panic as you stare at the pile of materials and think about 
how much money you spent buying everything, “Don’t Panic”. 
Stand back and relax, calmly think about what you wanted to do and think about another way of doing it, having the 
materials at your fingertips will help, handle the materials, relax your mind and let it tell you 
what it wants to be and how it can be built. Natural materials will tell you what it wants to 
be if you just listen to them. I have found this out from many years of working with antler 
and horn, each of these items has a feel to them that will come out the more you work with 
them. Several recent projects I completed were not what I had envisioned at the beginning 
but the final product was just what it should have been. I had a small black horn that was 
left over from another project, my vision for it was to make a pewter rim in the shape of a 
ravens eyes and feathers, and this would give the horn the look of a ravens head. After pol-
ishing the horn the grain and color came out and would be a perfect beak for the project. 
The next step was to make a Mould to cast the rim, this is where the project decided not to 
cooperate, none of the designs were what I wanted and when the cast was done it was still 
not what I envisioned. After half a dozen tries I finally gave in and accepted that the horn 
did not want to be a raven head. I put the project down and walked away for a few days. 
When I came back to it I just held and rubbed on the horn looking at it in fine detail, that is 
when it told me what to do, I had some silver wire that I braided together and then hammered flat, I then put a band 
on the horn and made a ring at the joint for a leather cord, I tacked it in place with silver nails and boom it was done. A 
small and simple horn for sampling the brewer’s arts, not what I wanted to begin with but the final product was a work 
of art. 

Another project I made started as a simple idea of making a horn comb in a Norse 
style, after doing a bunch of research and looking at museum examples I found that 
antler and bone were the most commonly used materials.  Since I have a good col-
lection of both I chose to use moose antler as the basis for my first Norse comb. I 
started looking at a large   antler for the best section to cut into, I visualized the size 
of what I wanted and cut out a piece that had a small point on the edge. After cut-
ting it out and holding it, I saw that the natural flow of the grain in the surface along 
with the short point looked like a bird’s feathers and neck. This was the start of the 
final vison of what I would make it look like. Since this was my first attempt at mak-
ing a comb I worked slowly on thinning the palm materials on the comb edge. Next 
came the cutting of the teeth, not as easy as it looks, using a hacksaw blade and 
carefully cutting each tooth to depth took about an hour. The next step was to take 
1500 grit paper and slip it between each tooth and sand them to a smooth finish, 
this had to be done from both sides, and this also opened up the gaps to make it go 

through the hair better. Once the teeth were fully finished they were tapered to blend into the body of the comb. The tip of the 
antler had a natural look of a birds head so I carved the end into the face of an owl. With some final polish it was done. I began 
with just the idea to make a comb, without a clear vision of the final product, as I worked with my materials the comb took on a life 
of its own and became what it wanted to be. The comb project actually took over a month to finish, each step was deliberate as 
the antler slowly became the final product. 
While not every project has a life of its own sometimes you just have to go with what it really wants to be, if your project fights you 
every step of the way, stand back and rethink what you are doing. Making things should be fun, not frustrating. 
In Service, Viscount Fergus MacThomais 

 

What Does It Want To Be? 



 Haouc & Mina  

King & Queen of the West  
crown@westkingdom.org  

 

Duncan & Violet  

Prince & Princess of Oertha  
royals@oertha.westkingdom.org  

 

Halfdan "Two Bears" Ôzurrson  

Baron of Selviergard  

baron@selviergard.westkingdom.org  

 

Seneschal  
Clare Elena de Montfort  
seneschal 
@selviergard.westkingdom.org  

 
Minister of Arts and Sciences  
Dagmar the Red  
aands@selviergard.westkingdom.org  
 
Chatelaine  
Aislynn Denard of Dragon's Lair  
chatelaine@selviergard.westkingdom.org 
 

 
Chronicler  
Rowan Elithsdotter  
chronicler@selviergard.westkingdom.org  

 
Constable  - VACANT  
constable 
@selviergard.westkingdom.org  
 
Exchequer  
Mor mac Donchada  
cxchequer 
@selviergard.westkingdom.org  
 
Herald  
Alyssia of Cameo Keype  
herald@selviergard.westkingdom.org  
 
Knight Marshal  
Fergus MacThomais  
marshal@selviergard.westkingdom.org  
 
Web Minister  
VACANT  
webminister@selviergard.westkingdom.org  

Regnum Page 8  Baronial Positions Available  
The following officer positions and/or deputy positions are 
currently open or looking for a replacement within the          
Barony of Selviergard. Please take a moment to look over 
the current listings and see if you would like to help our 
group grow. For most cases training is available. If you would 
like to determine what the job entails and how you can help 
the Barony then please feel free to contact the officer or the 
baronial Seneschal.  

Constable  
Web Minister  
Deputy Exchequer Notice: The Baronial Exchequer is 

looking for a deputy. If you are interested, please contact Mor, or 
show up to a Baronial Meeting and ask questions  

Applicants for these positions are asked to send a Letter of 
Intent / SCA Resume to the Baronial Seneschal for             
consideration at:  
seneschal@selviergard.westkingdom.org  
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Please send your artwork, articles, pictures, recipes, tales, 
and rhyme to feed the Dragon! Submissions for the       
newsletter are due by December 20th.  

The next edition of the DragonTale, the newsletter for the 
Barony of Selviergard, will be published in February 2016—
Rena Genevieve Beckwith 

Images courtesy of MS Clip art, MS Publisher. 

 
 
 
Reminder: 
Principality A&S Championship  
 1/16/2016 – Winter Coronet – PRIN – Original Morality 

Story or Play (Performing Art)  

 2/13/2016 – Death by Chocolate – ESK – Needlebooks 

(Textile)  

 4/2/2016 – Bi-Baronial   Collegium – ESK/SEL – Open 

Topic (Research  Paper)  

 5/?/2016 – Spring Captaincy – WG – Chain or Chainmail 

(Technological) 

Whoever racks up the most total points wins. 


