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FROM THE BARON… 
 
Unto the Populace of Selviergard, 

Thank you to everybody who was able to attend the Barony of Selviergard’s Fifteen Year Anni-

versary.  It was a wonderful time to spend with family and friends at this memorable event—

Selviergard could not have celebrated its birthday without all of you.  Thank you to the Auto-

crat of the event as well as all of those who volunteered to help out in various capacities—that 

is the true strength of our Barony. 

There are even more events planned for the upcoming several months.  From a hunt for a 

mythical creature at the end of June to the celebration of the reign of Prince Skeggi and Prin-

cess Kharahkan and the selection of Their heirs in July, to the determination of new champi-

ons for the barony of Selviergard by right of combat at the beginning of August.  Summer is, 

indeed, a busy time but one that is filled with fun and exciting things to take part in and I look 

forward to spending upcoming weekends with all of you. 

Thank you to all who volunteered at the Three Barons Renaissance Fair, no matter in what ca-

pacity, as your works help strengthen the Principality of Oertha as whole.  It was many years 

ago that I learned of The Dream at the Renaissance Fair; so I know that this demonstration 

works.  When we showcase what we love to do, from armored combat to arts and sciences, 

others can see our passion and want to be a part of it as well. 

Remember to encourage those around you for their various good deeds and hard works.  A 

kind word and even a simple “thank you” works wonders.  Consider writing an award recom-

mendation for their efforts.  While we often think that 

award recommendations are only for something we 

ourselves have already received; this is not the case—

you can give award recommendations for any award.  

Award recommendations can be made online (the best 

way) and are easy to do.  For baronial level awards 

you can use the online form or contact me.  We have 

so many deserving people that it is important to recog-

nize their diverse works. 

In Service, 

Halfdan 

Baron of Selviergard 

Servant of the Crown 



 

 
 
 

 

Events coming soon:  

 

June 

*Summer Hunt 

Barony of Selviergard 

June 30—July 1, 2018 

 

July  
*Oerthan Summer Coronet and Investiture 

Hosted by the Shire of Hrafnafjordr 

July 20-22, 2018 

 

August  
Warlord’s Tournament 

Barony of Selviergard 

August 4-5, 2018 

 

*Lychnapsia and Baroness’ Champion 

Barony of Eskalya 

August 18, 2018 

 

All Thing 

Shire of Hrafnafjordr 

August 25, 2018 

 

Brammer Games and Fall Captaincy 

Barony of Winter’s Gate 

August 31, 2018 

 

October 
Samhain 

Barony of Winter’s Gate 

October 20, 2018 

 

Samhain 

Barony of Selviergard 

October 27, 2018 

 

* items with the asterisk are included in this newsletter 



Summer Hunt 

Jun. 30—July 1, 2018 

The Barony of Selviergard 

It is once again time for a Hunt in the lands of Selviergard. The White Stag has been 

spotted so sharpen your spears as the beasts of the woods can be quite ferocious and 

may waylay you in your hunt for this elusive mythical creature. Come join the Barony 

of Selviergard for a full weekend event with fighting, archery, and things to do for chil-

dren of all ages.  

There will be a tournament before the hunt to determine who will be the White Stag 

and who will be the Great Bear. The choice will be made by the Gallery. The White 

Stag will be chosen by displaying grace and exemplary chivalry on the field while the 

Great Bear will be determined by the fighter who shows brute strength and ferocity. 

For those who are not fighting there will be several games to play! The Game of Rock, 

a traditional trollish game from Selviergard's history, will take place--and it is encour-

aged that you bring your own rock (suitably decorated if you so desire). Additional 

games include Baron Halfdan's favorite: Kubb! Please consider bringing a game to 

share with others like chess or cards if you so desire or other outdoor entertainment. 

Arts and Sciences Competitions include: Hunting in Any Mode and Bardic Arts: Po-

ems/Songs in Praise of the White Stag or Hunting. Documentation, if appropriate for 

your entry, is encouraged. Other activities include: animal mask making for the youth, 

Kubb, and other outdoor activities. 

There will be camping as well as a bardic on Saturday night. Sunday will be reserved 

for archery and leisure time. 

Event Site: 24709 E. Spindle Circle, Sutton, AK 

Site opens at 10AM on Saturday and Closes at 5PM on Sunday. 

Directions:  Approximately 2 & 1/2 miles past Sutton on the Glenn Hwy., at the start of 

the 4 lanes, turn left on Lava Mountain Rd., go uphill, turn right on Granite Creek 

Ranch Rd., then right on Spindle Circle.  There will be signs. 

Event Registration: Adults: $10 for members ($15 for non-members), $5 for children 

(up to age 18), Family Cap: $30 

Food: There will be a potluck on Saturday night. There will be no other food items 

available so please plan accordingly. Additionally, please plan on bringing your own 

potable water. 

Autokratos: Halfdan "Two Bears" Ozurrson (Travis Abe-Thomas) and Ástríðr 

Þórudóttir (Becky Oviatt). 



Oerthan Summer Coronet and Investiture 

July 20-22, 2018 

The Principality of Oertha 

Come explore the Silk Road as the Great Principality in the North hosts her Coronet 

Tournament and Investiture! Throughout the weekend, enjoy such activities as Ar-

moring, yoga, Kumihimo, Jewelry making, candle making, an arts and sciences dis-

play, and more! Special activities will also be provided for the younger participants. 

A special activity will be provided: it will start with your site token. At seven other ac-

tivity stations, you will relieve a token representing one of the groups belonging to 

Oertha that can be added to the site token. 

Fighters, be prepared to win roses for your consorts! 

Event Site:   Soldotna Rodeo Grounds 

Site opens at 5pm on Friday and closes 8pm on Sunday. 

The site is discretely wet, so make sure you have your period drink ware to hold any 

alcoholic beverages in. 

Special notes for the event: While it is unlikely that there will be bears attending our 

event (except a certain baron). Moose do frequent the area and bears are sometimes 

present during the summer in this area. Be sure to be bear aware. 

If you are a vendor, please contact Lord Rin McCray. 

There will be camping area for mundane and periods tents. Please contact Silvia with 

your size requirements for either. 

Event Registration:  Adults $15 ($20 non-member) children under 17 are $10, and 

the family cap is $50. 

Food:  taste the wonders of locally raised pig and pies from along the silk road. Feast 

on Saturday will be included in the event fee. If you are a group who would like to 

host a fundraiser breakfast or lunch, please let the autocrat know. 

Autocrat: Sylvia of Thrace (Ris Notter) 



Lychnapsia and Baroness’ champion 

August 18, 2018 

The Barony of Eskalya 

All are welcome to the Barony of Eskalya to celebrate the Roman festival of Lights! 

Although traditionally held on August 12th to honor Isis, we shall be celebrating the 

skills of our artisans and the luminance of our Sister Baronesses. 

As the precious light of day wanes on our fair Barony, there is the need for a spark to 

part the impending darkness.  

Arts and Sciences: Lamps, lanterns or candles in any medium.  

Tourneys: There shall be heavy and rapier tourneys to choose our Baronesses' next 

Champions! Both tourneys are to be round robin, with the finals being best 2 out of 3. 

The Rapier tourney will precede the heavy tourney. 

Combat Archery: Pending special arrangements, there is hope for some combat ar-

chery fun shoots! (No armor required, but we will be shooting combat arrows.) 

Event Site:  Ruth Arcand Park (3700 Abbott Road, Anchorage, AK 99507) 

Site opens at 11 am and closes at 7 pm 

Directions:  Take your best route to the Seward Hwy. Exit at Dimond Blvd, turn right if 

coming from O’Malley, or left if coming from midtown onto Dimond. Dimond turns into 

Abbott Rd. heading toward hillside. Turn right into Ruth Arcand Park and follow road 

back to parking. Park is down a short path from parking area. 

Event Registration: $15, Adult Member Discount Event Registration: $10, Children 

(12-17): $5. 

Autocrat: Kharakhan Saran (Malisha Small) 



SELVIERGARD CELEBRATES FIFTEEN YEARS 

Event Report for the Barony of Selviergard’s Fifteen Year Celebration 
 

The sun was shining and the breeze was fair as the Barony of Selviergard celebrated one of 

the most important happenings in its history.  Observed every five years but kept in the hearts 

of many Selviergardians every year; this year’s celebration of the group becoming a barony 

was held in Talkeetna deep in the wild woods of Northern Selviergard.  It was here that people 

from all over the Principality came out to celebrate and rejoice together with tournaments, food, 

competitions, and bardics. 

 

The start of the event was on Friday and the day saw many pavilions being set up with prac-

ticed ease.  The encampment circled the Eric where most of the activities would take place.  

Pavilions from those of the Barony of Selviergard as well as the Barony of Winter’s Gate and 

even far-off Ravensfjord were beautiful to behold and provided an excellent atmosphere for the 

weekend-long celebration.  While there was no scheduled activities for Friday night many took 

the opportunity to visit with friends and family after setting up their home-away-from-home. 

 

Saturday morning saw more visitors to the event and, later in the morning, Baron Halfdan of 

Selviergard held a court in which he welcomed all to the event including the Prince and Prin-

cess of Oertha as well as the visiting Baron and Baronesses of Eskalya and Winter’s Gate.  

After words from Master Fergus mac Thomais, the Autocrat of the event, it was time for Baron 

Halfdan’s opening statement inviting all to take part in the celebration.  With a heartfelt recol-

lection of an amazing journey that the Barony of Selviergard took fifteen years ago, Baron 

Halfdan wished the Barony a very, very happy birthday and gave word for the activities to com-

mence. 

 

The Heavy Tournament was first activity to take place.  Based on the ‘Book of the Five Rings,’ 

each individual tournament featured a different combat style.  The Earth Tournament was pole-

arms and great weapons, the Water Tournament showcased Florentine, the Fire Tournament 

was represented by a round robin, and the Wind Tournament was fought by offhand single 

sword.  The winner of each tournament would then take part in the Champion’s Tournament to 

determine the overall winner.  Because of the large number of fighters and the overall length of 

the tournaments; some of the individuals ‘Rings” were changed with only the Void Tournament 

being cancelled. 



Fighters take part in the Tournament of the Five Rings at the Barony of Selviergard’s Fifteen 

Year Celebration.  May 26, 2018.  Photograph submitted by Trevor Mora. 

 

All of the fighters that took part in the Ring Tournaments met their worthy and honorable oppo-

nents with skill, valor, and chivalry.  Each and every fighter put their best foot forward and did 

their best—truly an honor for all Oerthans.  In the end, however, there can be only one victor in 

and  it was Sir Culann Mac Cianain from the Barony of Winter’s Gate who won the Champion’s 

Tournament. 

 

After the heavy tournament the Rapier fighters took to the field.  The Rapier fighters put on a 

display of skill and daring as they too took part in a variety of tournaments based on the origi-

nal concept of the Five Rings, with the winners of those tournaments moving on to the final 

Champion’s Tourney. 

 

 

 



The Rapier Fighters take part in the Tournament of the Five Rings at the Barony of Selvier-

gard’s Fifteen Year Celebration.  May 26, 2018.  Photograph by Halfdan Ozurrson. 

 

The most amusing Rapier tournament to watch was the highly entertaining ”Non-Standard Off 

Hand” tournament.  With a spoon, a peerage chain, an oriental fan, a piece of firewood, a 

gauntlet, a boot, and even hose (as in the wearable kind) these fun items were used as off 

hand weapons.  There was much laughter from not only the combatants in the tournament but 

those watching it as well.  Again, only one fighter would win the overall competition and In the 

end it was Lady Angela of Eskalya who won the Champion’s Tournament. 

 

After the tournament, the youth had a performance piece that they graciously entertained the 

populace with: their take on the tale of King Arthur.  The performance was lively, skillful, and 

witty with several action scenes that were well thought out and expertly executed.   Afterwards, 

Baron Halfdan called the actors forward and presented them with rings from his hand for their 

presentation and asked them to continue their journey towards period presentations such as 

the one that they performed. 



With the evening fast approaching it was time to think about something to eat. 

 

There was a potluck feast with meats provided by the Barony set out for the populace to enjoy.  

After grabbing some food, people made their way back to their encampments to talk about the 

tournaments witnessed that day and share not only food but laughter as well.  After feast; a 

birthday cake was presented for all to enjoy.  It was the first Baroness of Selviergard, Margari-

ta, and the current Baron, Halfdan who cut the cake together—a melding of the beginning and 

the present of the Barony of Selviergard to welcome in the future. 

 

Camping events are not complete with friends gathering around together…usually around a 

fire.  The bardic fire was lit and bards, minstrels, poets, and storytellers gathered around the 

fire to sing songs and tell grand tales of adventure and love.  Many people took part in the won-

derful bardic and the memorable gathering went well into the night. 

The Bardic fire is lit and the songs and stories start at the Barony of Selviergard’s Fifteen Year 

Celebration.  May 26, 2018.  Photograph by Halfdan Ozurrson. 



The next morning brought a full day of archery.  Archery, seeing a surge of interested people 

within the Principality of Oertha within the past several years, is always fun to watch.  The con-

centration of the archers as they focus intently on the target, the cheering when their arrow 

scores well, and, yes, even their long walks in the woods together looking for lost arrows is al-

ways a high point of any event and is tantamount to watching the fighting tournaments.   

 

To start the archery competition, Lord Colum Mac Eoghain Uí Niall and his wife, Lady Ciara 

Inghean U Beirichtir, first shot two arrows deep into the woods as a memorial to one of their 

fallen friends from the Kingdom of Atenveldt; Master Leif.  After the memorial ceremony, the 

competition started.  Along with the Inter-Kingdom Archery Competition, in which twelve people 

took part in, there were several novelty shoots as well alongside a regular target competition. 

 

Archers take aim at the Barony of Selviergard’s Fifteen Year Celebration.  May 27, 2018.   

Photograph by Halfdan Ozurrson. 

 

 



The competitions were fierce, fun, and enjoyable to watch.  Master Bran Mac Fynin scored the 

highest in the IKAC/Royal Rounds, while Mistress Étaín O’Rowarke made the highest score 

while poaching the Baron’s own deer.  Viscount Fergus mac Thomais won the “Strip the Wil-

low” shoot with skill considering that the archers had to shoot towards the setting sun to land 

an arrow closest to “the willow;” a target 125 yards away. 

 

With the end of the archery shoot, and the bows and arrows carefully packed away, it was time 

for a closing court for the event.  It was at this court that winners of the various competitions 

were announced, honors were presented, and final words given for the event.   

 

Baron Halfdan thanked everybody for attending noting especially how much fun he had wit-

nessing the various deeds and spending time with family and friends.  His Excellency chose to 

recognize several individuals for their works and efforts within the Barony even though they 

were not members of Selviergard.  Lord Hraði Kǫttr, Lady Sylvia of Thrace, and Lady Úlfhildr 

Sverradóttir were bestowed the Order of the Forget Me Not; an award given to those who do 

not reside in the Barony of Selviergard but are friends nonetheless.  Baron Halfdan noted that 

these individuals; who helped, who participated wholeheartedly, and who enriched the Barony 

of Selviergard were deserving of such an award to the cheering of the populace. 

 

His Excellency also called forward M’Lord Trevor Mora and his family and thanked them for at-

tending the event.  He gave them tokens of his esteem, along with some coin of the realm, and 

invited all of them to come back and spend time in the Current Middle Ages. 

 

The Autocrat of the event was called forward for his final notices in which he announced the 

winners of the various competitions and awarded those gentles with extravagant prizes.  

Among the winners for the tournaments, Sir Culann Mac Cianain and Lady Angela of Eskalya, 

who were gifted a prize each for their victory;  those that took part in the tournaments, both 

heavy and rapier, were also thanked with a copy of “The Book of Five Rings” for their reading 

pleasure.  Additionally, M’Lord Trevor Mora was called forward along with his lady and award-

ed a beautiful wooden chest for his winning entry in the “Best New Camp” competition.  The 

winners of the various archery competitions, Master Bran Mac Fynin and Mistress Étaín 

O’Rowarke were awarded for their skill as well.  Additional prizes were given to Lady Rosalinda 

Lopez who won the Children’s Hawk Throwing Contest and Lizzie was recognized for making 

amazing butter in the Butter Making Class. 



 

Additionally, the winners of the Double Blind Bardic Brawl were revealed in court.  Lord Colum 

came forward and announced the judges who, in turn, announced the winners of the bardic 

competition held throughout the weekend.  The first judge, Lady Ciara, came forward and an-

nounced that Baroness Elena of Winter’s Gate young daughter, who told a wonderful tale 

about her toy, made quite an impression on the judge and thusly awarded the youngest bard a 

prize.  The second judge, Mistress Étaín O’Rowarke, announced that the person that she 

chose was Lady Talorc Caer Arienrhold for her epic story told on Saturday night.  Baron 

Halfdan was the third and final judge and he acknowledged Lady Sylvia of Thrace for her per-

formance of multiple songs throughout the event.  Prizes were given out to the winners and all 

contestants were thanked profusely for entertaining the populace with skillful and exciting tales 

and songs. 

 

It was here, towards the end of court, that Baron Halfdan of Selviergard called the Autocrat of 

the event forward in which His Excellency, according to his tradition, gifted Master Fergus mac 

Thomais with a bronze ring from his hand.  

 

After court the populace was released to enjoy a meal.  Later in the evening another bardic 

was held in which even more stories were told and new songs performed for willing listeners.  

The bardic went well into the night and into part of the next day. 

 

Monday brought the conclusion of the event; and the weather cooperated quite well.  With pa-

vilions packed away, the last of the trash packed up, and the final farewells given it was time to 

head home.  The long drive gave time to reflect on the many fun and exciting memories of the 

weekend. 

 

Upon his safe arrival home; Baron Halfdan took the time to thank those who helped make the 

event a success and “an event worthy of our Trollish ancestors.”  In his missive to the populace 

he noted that “We celebrated the past but we look forward to what the future holds for us; and 

judging from this past weekend’s celebration the future looks very bright indeed.”  The Autocrat 

also took the opportunity to thank various members of the populace for their hard work too, not-

ing especially “Thank you all for making this event one that will be remembered for a long time 

and go into the history books as a great success.” 

 



A full weekend of tournaments and archery; with bardic well into the night and plenty of food for 

everybody, honored our ancient ancestors and welcomed in the future of Selviergard nicely.  

While not everything that was planned happened at this event we still had a lot of fun.  The 

Barony of Selviergard was never founded on planned activities and adhering to the schedule 

but by comradery and the desire to have fun—indeed, our motto is “For the Fun of It” and our 

celebration of fifteen years as a Barony has proven that this belief is not only or motto, but in 

our blood as well. 

 

The Selviergard Associated Press 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE BARONY OF SELVIERGARD’S 

FIFTEEN YEAR CELEBRATION CAN BE FOUND ON THE 

BARONY’S FACEBOOK PAGE COURTESY OF ALLY OF     

SELVIERGARD, TREVOR MORA, AND HALFDAN OZURRSON. 



THE GREAT HUNT: THE HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE AND THEMES 

IN THE MYTHOLOGY OF THE WHITE STAG 

By Despotes Halfdan Ôzurrson, O.P. 

 

“Hunters of old pursued the miraculous stag, not because they expected to kill it, but because it 

led them in the joy of the chase to new and fresh adventures, and so to capture happiness.” 

Baden-Powell's farewell speech to the Scouts 

Image 1.  Depiction of a Knight and the White Stag. 

 

The White Stag is an important historical-religious figure found in European and Eastern Euro-

pean mythology.  In Celtic tradition, the White Stag is considered a messenger from the Other-

world and often thought to appear when one was transgressing a taboo.  In Arthurian legends 



the White Stag was thought to represent mankind’s spiritual quests and that it perennially 

evaded capture.  In English folklore, the White Stag is associated with Heme the Hunter and 

even kings.  In Christian tradition, the white stag is, in part, responsible for the conversion of 

several saints, including Saints Eustace and Hubert and often a representation of Christ.  In 

Hungarian myth it was the White Stag that led the brothers Hunor and Magor into Scythia to 

found two great Empires—the Huns and the Magyar.  

 

The White Stag was a powerful symbol to our ancestors; representing many diverse ideas, en-

couraging change, and even representing divinity.  But are these creatures exclusively of myth 

and legends or is there a basis for the White Stag mythos in a variety of cultures and religions? 

 

White stags, though rare, are in existence today meaning that they would have been encoun-

tered by ancient mankind.  In today’s world; the color of the creature’s coat is now more under-

stood by science rather than mythology.  The natural appearance of white deer is from a reces-

sive gene which causes leucism—a genetic condition that reduces the normal coloring of the 

hair and skin. 

 

It is important to note that leucism is not the same as albinism.  While the two genetic condi-

tions have similar characteristics, albinism also causes the eyes and nose to be red due to the 

lack of pigmentation (Cooper, 2008) which allows the blood vessels to be seen—effectively 

causing the red coloration.  Plants and animals can exhibit albinism but the animals with albi-

nism tend not to live very long due mostly to the fact that the congenital defect causes poor 

eyesight which, when coupled with being easily visible in the wild, can lead to quick predation 

(Miller, 2016). 

 

There have been several modern white stag sightings, most notably in Great Brittan and Ire-

land, but also in the United States of America as well.  White stags in the wild are a very rare 

occurrence, with the majority, if not all, of the sightings this past century in Northern Europe.  

The last known sighting of a white deer in the wild was in 2008 in the Scottish Highlands by 

Fran Lockhart of the John Muir Trust.  Besides just being found in Northern Europe, the United 

States has several protected herds of white deer found in Michigan, Pennsylvania, and even 

New York though little to no information on wild white deer in North America have been recent-

ly reported. 

 



Understanding that white stags are a real creature which have not only occurred in recent his-

tory but the distant past as well, we can examine the cultural and mythological significance of 

this amazing animal by learning the history and mythos of different cultures without the incor-

rect assumption that the White Stag is based solely in the realm of the mystical. 

 

The Celtic White Stag 

 

The Celtic tribes of the Northern Europe revered the stag.  Not only was it a resource for early 

man but the stag had a pseudo-religious quality that evolved over time.  In fact, it is stags that 

pull the chariot of Flidass, the Celtic goddess of Wild Things.  The stag is also representative of 

the god Cernunnos, a male figure with antlers spreading out much like a crown and who repre-

sents fertility, hunting, and growth—essentially the male half of the cosmos.  And while stags 

have a special connotation in Celtic mythologies it is the White Stag itself that has special 

meaning. 

Image 2.  Image of Cernunnos. 

 

In The Mabinogion, a collection of Welsh tales of classic hero quests considered the earliest 

prose stories of Britain, the White Stag is seen as a warning.  When Pwyll trespasses onto the 



hunting grounds of Arawn, one of the two kings of the Otherworld, a White Stag appears as a 

warning to the hero of the story.  It is in this tale we see that the White Stag is a messenger of 

the Otherworld—warning Pwyll that his act of trespassing will undoubtedly end up angering 

one of the kings of the Otherworld for daring to commit the taboo of hunting on sacred lands.  

Pwyll, to atone for his misdeeds, takes the place of Arawn for a year and eventually defeats the 

second Otherworld king, Hafgan. 

 

The Arthurian White Stag 

 

Since the Celtic and Arthurian legends of the White Stag come from the same geographical 

location there are similarities to the mythos.  It is, however, in the Arthurian legends the White 

Stag becomes less of a symbol of warning and begins takes on the mantle of divinity. 

 

The White Stag appears in the beginning of Sir Thomas Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur as a signal 

of the beginning of the reign of King Arthur.  King Arthur, on several occasions, sends the 

Knights of the Round Table out to quest for the White Stag—leading to several stories and epic 

quests.  Arthurian legend, however, tells us that the creature can never be caught.  This part of 

the legend possibly alludes that King Arthur’s pursuit of the animal represents the unattainable 

goal of mankind’s spiritual quest in this world (Evans, 2014). 

 

The British Isles White Stag 

 

Past the Celtic and Arthurian influences, or perhaps inspired by them, the British Isles White 

Stag is comparable but has its own unique mythos which separates it from the stories of the 

Celts and King Arthur. 

 

Scotland has a mythology of the White Stag that starts in 1128AD and is connected with King 

David of Scotland.  Going against the advice of his priest the king goes hunting on the Feast of 

the Holy Rood where he encounters a white stag.  The king gave chase and was thrown off his 

horse when the white stag turned around to attack.  David calls out to God to save him and as 

the king grappled with the stag the creatures antlers turned into a cross and the stag simply 

disappeared.  David built a shrine on the spot of the attack which later evolved into Holyrood 

Abbey leading to the development of Holyrood Palace (Evans, 2014).  Holyrood Palace was an 

important administrative center from the 12-15th centuries and, today, is the official residence 



of the British Monarch in Scotland. 

 

Herne the Hunter, a supernatural figure, is said to haunt Windsor Forrest and is described as 

wearing antlers on his head; alluding once more to the importance of otherworldly stags in Brit-

ish Isles lore and possibly stemming from Paleolithic origins or early Celtic deities; though An-

glo-Saxon origins are possible as well.  Herne the Hunter’s earliest recorded mention comes 

from William Shakespeare’s play “The Merry Wives of Windsor” (1597) but it is unknown how 

old the legend is or what pagan deity, if any, he represents with certainty (Lloyd, 2016). 

 

The Christian White Stag 

Image 3.  St. Eustace and the White Hart. 



The White Stag has often been associated with divinity and can easily be seen in Christian art 

and mythology.  It is a white stag, for instance, that Saint Eustace meets in the wilds and which 

ultimately leads to his religious conversion.  Additionally, the White Stag is often representative 

of Christ himself in artwork especially from the Middle Ages, again, following on the divinity as-

pect of this creature. 

 

The unicorn—another mythological creature—is often used as a depiction of Christ and was 

utilized extensively throughout Europe as this symbol.  The absence of the unicorn in Northern 

European culture, for whatever reason, points to the possibility that the White Stag, a symbolic 

stand-in for the unicorn, was divine. 

 

The Hungarian White Stag 

 

The Hungarian White Stag lead to the creation of the Huns and the Magyars.  These two cul-

tures are said to have sprung forth from two brothers, Hunor and Magor, the sons of King Nim-

rod.  In the story; the brothers go hunting for the stag which leads them on a great adventure.  

In this myth, the white stag is either a doe or a hind, either horned or not—leading to the idea 

that the horned doe, a hermaphroditic creature, is representative of the cosmos.  This is further 

collaborated by the fact that the Hungarian stag carries the sun in her horns (Phelps, 2004) or 

that the horns are wreathed in flame. 

 

Other Mythologies Regarding Stags 

 

The White Stag mythos is found in many places of the world and, while not usually citing the 

color of the stag, still revere the animal for one purpose or another.  For example, in Ancient 

Mesopotamia the god and co-creator of the universe is called Daramah which translates as 

“Great Stag.”  In Finnish mythologies the stag is the favorite animal of the Queen of the Under-

world and, interestingly, a white stag is seen as an ill omen in that culture.  The Ugrian of Sibe-

ria White Stag mythology involves the hunting of the beast as a metaphorical quest for the re-

turn of the sun (Phelps, 2004).  In Japanese stories it is the hunting of a great stag that leads to 

the discovery of the island of Japan (Phelps, 2004).  Japanese culture has another encounter 

with deer in the tale where white deer came out of a cave to listen to a sermon by the founder 

of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism. 

 



Common Themes and Elements of the White Stag Mythology 

 

There are three common themes associated with the White Stag: divinity, hunting, and quest 

culture or change.  These themes overlap the various mythologies of this animal and, in most 

cases, point to the importance of the figure to the various ethnic and spiritual groups that the 

White Stag is associated with.  Examining these themes and elements gives us a greater un-

derstanding of the White Stag and its importance to our ancestors. 

 

The Divinity of the White Stag 

 

The White Stag is often portrayed as a symbol or actual representation of divinity.  In the Celtic 

tradition; the White Stag is sometimes seen as a representation of Cernunnos and in the Chris-

tian traditions the White Stag is associated as either representing Christ or as Christ himself—

in Christian traditions; the Roman soldier, St. Eustace, encounters a white stag with a cross 

between its antlers while hunting.  The stag then reveals himself as Christ thus leading to the 

soon-to-be saint’s conversion to Christianity (Evans, 2014).  Other cultures, such as in Ancient 

Mesopotamia, see the divine in the White Stag as well; especially as the god of the cosmos. 

The White Stag in other cultures has close ties with the divine, such as pulling chariots of gods 

and goddesses or favored animals of deities most notably in early Celtic and Finnish mytholo-

gies. 

 

The connection of stags and White Stags with deities shows a strong affinity to the White Stag 

as a divine or pseudo-divine being.  The fact that the idea of the divine White Stag crosses so 

many cultures as well as ethnic and religious boundaries is unique in the animal world. 

 

The Act of Hunting the White Stag 

 

In ancient times, the deer was hunted for food and raw materials and was an important part of 

hunter’s lives.  Hunting was vital to survival.  Therefore, finding a rare and magnificent white 

deer was something to be noted.  It is of no coincidence, then, that a good portion of the my-

thologies surrounding the White Stag involve hunting the creature or the stag appearing before 

a hunter.  Sometimes the hunter knows that the beast is a part of the supernatural, while other 

times the hunter is clueless. 

 



The Quest Culture of the White Stag 

 

Questing for the White Stag fits heavily into not only the Arthurian mythologies but also that of 

Hungarian as well.  It is the act of hunting the White Stag that leads to the creation of two great 

Empires in Hungarian tradition or the act of pursuing a noble goal in the Arthurian mores.  In 

the Japanese mythos it is the act of hunting a stag that leads to the discovery of Japan.  The 

Quest, then, leads to adventure, peril, change, or even creation.  

 

The Contemporary White Stag 

 

The White Stag is so engrained in our culture that it appears today in many different forms and 

media.  For example, in the popular online game World of Warcraft; the White Stag is the rep-

resentation of Malorne, the demi-god of nature.  Other white stags can also be found in the 

game as well and is part of the mythology of the Tauren race in which the demigod Cenarius 

was born from a white stag—Cenarius being noted as “the Forest Lord” and patron god of dru-

ids.  The White Stag also appears in The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim as the focus in the quest “Ill 

Met By Moonlight.”  Hunting a white stag also features in several other games as well—most if 

not all within the fantasy genre. 

 

In The Prisoner of Azkaban, the third book of the Harry Potter series, the White Stag is a Patro-

nus charm used by the future Harry Potter to save not only Sirius but his younger self from the 

Dementors.  The White Stag also appears twice in C.S. Lewis’ The Lion, the Witch, and the 

Wardrobe: the first time in which a white stag is drawing the White Witch’s sleigh and, second, 

in which the Pevensie children, now adults in the land of Narnia, hunt a white stag and eventu-

ally make their way back through the wardrobe.  Additionally, the White Stag in Narnia granted 

wishes to those that caught it.  The White Stag also makes its appearance in Snow White and 

the Huntsman as well as The Hobbit (both book and the film adaptation – The Desolation of 

Smaug) when the Company crosses the enchanted river in Mirkwood and spots a white stag 

which they waste their arrows trying to kill. 

 

Additionally, the White Stag is featured on several brands including consumables, businesses, 

and other companies most notably originating from Northern Great Brittan and Ireland—usually 

with no religious connotation with few exceptions.  The stag appearing on Jägermeister, the 

name of which translates to “Hunt Master” or “Master of the Hunt”, features a flaming cross be-



tween it’s antlers is relevant to the mythology of St. Eustace, the patron saint of hunters. 

 

Heraldically speaking; the White Stag is the main device of King Richard III of England.  Heral-

dic stags, white or not, can also be found on the armory of many people or groups in the Socie-

ty for Creative Anachronism notably the Golden Stag Players in the Kingdom of the West and 

the main charge of the Kingdom of the Outlands. 

 

Our culture, no matter how far removed from our medieval and ancient ancestors, still 

acknowledge the White Stag in one way or another.  Even with these examples of the contem-

porary White Stag we still see the three common themes of the White Stag mythology:  the 

White Stag as a divine figure, as a sign of warning or change, and that the act of hunting of the 

stag is a quest—in some cases quite literally. 

 

The White Stag in the Principality of Oertha 

 

In my local chapter of the Society for Creative Anachronism we have our own mythology of the 

White Stag.  I include it here for comparison to the mythos of the White Stag in historical con-

text.  The story was told by Michael Truffa; a member of the Order of the Argent Bear who ar-

chived the tale. 

 

In A.S. 32 the Canton of Inbhir na da Abhann had an event in which the participants were invit-

ed to great hunt.  The Hunt had been a longstanding event celebrating the end of the summer 

with fighting and revelry.  It was at this particular event that the local mythology of the White 

Stag took shape.  Three fighters took the parts of the wild animals with one, an unnamed fight-

er who wore a white surcoat, declaring himself the White Stag. 

 

Before leaving for the woods, the White Stag petitioned his Baroness "I am the mythical White 

Stag. It is my destiny to venture into those woods and meet the hunters and their dogs therein. 

Should I be so fortunate to make my way back to the edge of this camp, would you extend your 

protection to me against the hunters?" to which the Baroness readily agreed (Truffa, 1999).  

From there, the White Stag made his way to groups of ladies within the encampment asking in 

turn for their protection should he make it back. 

 

Off into the woods the fighters went to hunt the mythical animal.  With the hunters closing in, 



the White Stag gave them a merry chase—encountering the hunters twice, and, seeing that it 

would be only a matter of time before he was caught, carefully made his way to the encamp-

ment to collect on the promises of protection from those therein.  However, the hunters caught 

up with him just in sight of the camp and surrounded the mythical beast. 

 

The ladies within the encampment, noticing the commotion, quickly gathered and ran towards 

the White Stag.  The hunters, knowing nothing of the agreement between the ladies and the 

White Stag, thought that the gentler sex had come to witness the taking down of such a mighty 

beast.  Much to the hunter’s surprise, the ladies had come to protect the White Stag and the 

beast, in which the hunters graciously gave way and so the White Stag made his procession 

into the encampment surrounded by the women. 

Image 4.  Reproduction of the White Stag’s Presentation. 

 

For many years afterwards, the White Stag, usually an unknown fighter but often (if not always) 

a knight, and wearing a torse with red antlers, would come to the Summer Hunt in which he of-

fered fruits to the ladies who had protected him as well the honor of recognizing the lady who 

inspired those who would challenge him in single combat. 

 

Within the Barony of Selviergard, the custom of the White Stag and the Summer Hunt was rea-



dopted as a hunting event in which a tournament is held to determine who will take the role of 

the White Stag and the remainder of the fighters go into the woods to hunt for him.  Depending 

on the number of fighters; other animals are chosen via tournament to waylay the hunters.  The 

White Stag must make it to a predetermined area to elude the hunters for another year echoing 

back to the original story of the Canton White Stag. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The White Stag, indeed stags in general, fit into the mythos of a variety of cultures and reli-

gions.  While the animal covers a wide variety of themes in general we can see that the White 

Stag itself was an important part of ancient man and an aspect that still has value in our mod-

ern lives. 

 

Through the stories that we tell, the adventures that we take, in many aspects of the world 

around us both within and outside of the Society for Creative Anachronism; the White Stag is 

alive and well, and ready to take us on a grand adventure, to teach us valuable lessons, or to 

instill within us the wonders of the world around us. 
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Baronial Business Meeting Notes 

Month of: June 2018 

Date:6/13/2018 

Present: Baron Halfdan, Delphine, Rin, Etain, Margarita, Rosalinda, Fergus, Astrid, Guillermo 

 

Arts & Sciences: 

• Last week had a successful Arts & Sciences meeting 

• Discussed puppet show for Crown 2019 

• Beginning alternating weeks of Bardic and Arts meetings 

• Next meeting to be conducted next Thursday 

 

Chatelaine: 

• New officer Ally of Selviergard will be replacing Nemonna Vicana.  

• Please welcome them as we thank them for their service. 

 

Chronicler: 

• Publishing regularly 

• In full compliance of Society and Kingdom laws 

• Please everyone remember to have you submission in by the 15th of each month.  

• If you would like to submit pictures, research, etc. please email m.elizabeththompson@yahoo.com 

 

Constable: 

• New officer Cullum will be replacing Crucillius.  

• Please welcome them as we thank them for their service. 

 

Exchequer: 

• The exchequer is happy to report that the 15th anniversary celebration turned a profit. 

• We are also the lucky recipients of two sizeable donations from The Sable Pestle and Affinity Insur-
ance Group LLC.  

• We have been contacted by the Houston Founders Day committee and they have in the past given a 
sizeable donation for our participation in their festivities. 

 

Herald: 

• Our official Herald title has been submitted  

• Hopefully looking forward to hearing that it has passed 

 



Marshal:  

• Had a wonderful fighting event for Selviergard 15th Anniversary  

• Had 11 heavy fighters, 7 rapier fighters, and 14 archery competitors 

• Loaned our Eric to Eskalya for the Three Barons Renaissance Fair  

• Additional Eric Bases have shown up and will be refurbished to match the existing set and additional 
poles will be made to complete them. 

• These have been offered on load to the Principality for Coronet 

 

Seneschal: 

• Our 15th year celebration had 68 attendees sign in with a profit greater than $200 and a bunch of new 
comers. We would like to remind everyone to be welcoming and generous to newcomers.  

• The site owner for 15 year was very happy with the condition we left the site in and has invited us 
back for future events (Great Job Everyone!).  

• A personal thanks to my new officers Ally and Cullum 

• Please remember all of the populace is welcome to join our monthly meetings at any time (we AL-
WAYS have dinner!). 

 

Web Minister: 

• Our new Facebook officers group is up and running  

• This is a housekeeping announcement board only. No official business is conducted on here. 

 

Old Business: 

• The populace badges are completed for the officers, and populace badges for sale are coming soon. 

 

New Business: 

• We will be purchasing additional archery supplies and refurbishing additional Eric equipment  

• Summer Hunt Site is in Sutton, please see the event copy posted on the Selviergard Facebook page 

• Houston Founders Day Demo is on August 18th, 2018 at Houston High School. Please join us in pro-
moting the SCA. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

• Summer Hunt June 30 

• Summer Coronet and Investiture July 20-22 

• Warlords Tourney August 4 

• Houston Founders Day Demo August 18th (New Site!!!! Now at Houston High School). 

 

Next Baronial Business Meeting: To Be Announced 



Regnum 

Uther & Kara, King and Queen of the West 
crown@westkingdom.org   

Skeggi & Kharakhan, Prince and Princess of Oertha     
oerthancoronets@westkingdom.org   

Halfdan Ozurrson, Baron of Selviergard                                  
baron@selviergard.westkingdom.org   

 

Officers of the Barony of Selviergard  

Arts and Sciences:  Yama No Yuki 
AandS@selviergard.westkingdom.org    

Chatelaine:  Ally of Selviergard                                                    
chatelain@selviergard.westkingdom.org  

Chronicler:  Delphine de Grenada 
m.elizabeththompson@yahoo.com  

Constable:  Colum Mac Eoghain Uí Niall                                 
constable@selviergard.westkingdom.org  

Exchequer:  Edain O’Rourke                                                    
exchequer@selviergarad.westkingdom.org  

Gold Key:  See Chatelain 

Herald: Rin  McCray                                                                       
herald@selviergard.westkingdom.org    

Marshal:  Fergus mac Thomais                                                    
marshal@selviergard.westkingdom.org 

Seneschal:  Margarita de Calvi                                                        
seneschal@selviergard.westkingdom.org  

Web Minister:  Rin McCray                                                       
constable@selviergard.westkingdom.org  


