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FROM THE BARON… 
 

Unto the Populace of Selviergard, 

The snows of Winter are quick upon us. It is time to enjoy warm halls with good 

food in the company of our friends and family cheerfully enjoying the season as 

it was meant to be. Wintertime is also a great opportunity to work on those  

projects we put off during the warmer months and I look forward to seeing your  

projects manifest. 

There are several events happening around the Principality in November. Travel  

to faraway Winter s Gate as the College of St. Boniface hosts a collegium  

centered around the Norsemen. For those who can travel to the farthest north of 

the Principality there is Bjodann eda Bjodannskona Vitja, an Arts and Sciences  

extravaganza in Barrow. You can find more information on these events in this  

newsletter and I encourage you to attend these events if you are able to. 

And of course, the Season of Yule starts next month so be prepared for some  

amazing holiday celebrations. 

With Oertha's Winter Coronet fast approaching I am looking for award  

recommendations to give unto the Royalty. If you know of somebody in our group  

who is greatly deserving of recognition, please contact me and let me know.  

While I try to be everywhere at once it is quite a difficult task to observe  

everything and I know that Selviergard is home to many skilled and hard-working  

individuals who should indeed be recognized for their skill, their bravery, and  

their service. 

In Service, 

Halfdan, Baron of Selviergard 

Servant of the Crown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

Events coming in 2018:    

   
 October:  

Selviergard Samhain Oct. 27 

 

November: 

Viking Collegium 

November 3-4, 2018 

The College of St. Bonniface 

 

Bjodann eda Bjodannskona Vitja (Bjarnarstrond A&S) 

November 16-18, 2018 

Sponsored by the Barony of Winter s Gate 

 

 December: 

Selviergard Yule Dec. 1 

 

Jól 

December 29, 2018 

The Barony of Winters Gate 

 

 

 

Special Report 

June Crown 2019  

will be held at the Palmer Fair Grounds, in Oertha 



Hear the Words of their Highnesses 

Winter greetings unto Our beloved populace! 

 
The long dark days are upon all of us, but We look forward to spending time by the warm hearths with those that are dearest to 
Us. 
 
Recently we traveled south to the mainland to visit Cousins within the Barony of Westermark where Her Excellency hosted Us 
with merriment and madness. We were also witness to Her Majesty hosting a great hunt where games were enjoyed, and many 
new friends were met. We subsequently heeded His Majesty’s call to war and met on the Caidan field of battle severely outnum-
bered 220 to 130. However, while opponents of the Western Alliance were victorious in the field; it was the sons and daughters of 
the West Kingdom and Her allies that gave better than they took and did not provide for an easy victory. 
 
Upon returning to Our Much-loved Principality; We were able to attend the Barony of Winter’s Gate Michaelmas Feast. The cours-
es presented were those (or similar) that We are looking forward to enjoying again at the much anticipated Perfectly Plausible 
Feast 2020. Many cheers and congratulations to the first-time Autocrat and Feastocrat for such a magnificent event and feast. 
 
It should be noted that during this feast heirs to the Western throne were determined. Long live Connor and Isa, Crown Prince 
and Crown Princess of the West! Also taking place during the Crown tournament was the Wreath of Athena competition. Our very 
own Fergus Mac Thomais was determined by the Western populace to be the victor and he became the first Oerthan to receive 
the honor! Huzzah!! 
 
We look forward to attending several future events such as the Samhain events and Yule events in Eskalya and Selviergard. 
These are in addition to the Canton of Bjarnarstrond’s very first event as an established canton which will be taking place in the 
middle of November. Her Highness also hopes to see many of you at Selviergard Yule where she will be hosting a Princess’ birth-
day tea. Furthermore, we are very much looking forward to the Eskalyan Baronial Investiture which is to take place at Eskalya’s 
Yule. And, after Winter’s Gate Yule at the end of December, we will travel to see Our King and Queen’s heirs ascend to the Oak-
en throne of the Kingdom of the West. 
 
We invite Our populace to enjoy these events with Us as together we celebrate The Dream as family and friends as the mantle of 
winter covers these lands. 
 
In Service, 
 
Culann and Sefa 
 Prince and Princess of Oertha 
 
 



Oerthan Winter Coronet Tournament and Investiture 

 

The Winter winds howl in anticipation of the Oertha Coronet Tourney, who will be inspired to greatness? Who will 
be the one to seize the Lupine Throne? Join Their Highness Culann and Sefa in (The) North Pole to discover who 
the Oerthan heirs will be!  
 
The event will take place at Hotel North Pole, located about 20 minutes outside Fairbanks, Alaska. Rooms at the 
hotel are available at a reduced rate once we reach 25 room reservations. When booking or checking in please let 
the hotel staff know you are with the SCA group, please include in section for comments on their website reserva-
tions. Restaurants and a grocery store are within walking distance of the hotel. There is an opportunity for a fund-
raiser lunch on Saturday, interested groups should contact the autocrat. Please be advised that table space in the 
conference room is limited but there is ample socializing space in the lobby. Remember to dress for Oerthan winter 
weather. Fighters and consorts should be prepared for outdoor fighting as long as weather allows. Out of Oertha 
visitors who need extra warm garb or have weather related questions please contact the autocrat. 
 
Sponsoring Group: Principality of Oertha 
 
Location: Hotel North Pole 449 N. Santa Claus Ln, North Pole, AK 99705 www.hotelnorthpole.com 
 
Event Steward: Baroness Elena verch Rhys (Jessica Grahn) jessicaeringrahn@yahoo.com(907)687-4012 
 
Directions: Take the best route to Richardson Hwy (AK-2) and North Pole AK. Exit @ Santa Claus Lane, and turn 
into the roundabout, take the 1st exit out of the roundabout. Turn right to enter the shopping center parking lot. Ho-
tel North Pole is beyond Pagoda restaurant and Safeway.  
 
Site Fee: Adult Non-Member $25 Adult Member $20 Children (5-17) $10 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hotelnorthpole.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0kjweLhQYGG7zkinkIUzIOX_jsi__fua646934njU0Z7NZL9wOCCkFJF0&h=AT2fGtAUY2yn26x8e_P0v0TK2MeNOMtcWCiaCYbEMpBWfIH5oejDEMRIGqFO3e_NkIKvqr6oJK5CZCSLYv0GgAMvsmnnisPpIYRc-gWgSKIKlr8LqCl


 

Selviergard’ s Samhain Haunted Harvest 

Saturday October 27th 2018 

 

Come one come all and celebrate the Samhain Haunted Harvest with the Barony of Selviergard 

Let us meet, eat and be joyful of the abundant harvest! We can bobb for apples or sip warm mulled cider  

whilst enjoying the company of dear friends. Fight in the "keep your wounds" tourney (better line up some 

mourners,  

or someone to help feed you if you are gravely wounded or killed). 

We will have a Meat of the Hunt in (moose or caribou) a Barley Vegetable soup, Roasted Vegetables of the 

season  

(potatoes, carrots, rutabagas or parsnips) whatever the harvesters may come upon, and Colcannon Pota-

toes.  

Please bring a Pot Luck of your Best of the Season’s Recipes to add to the above for all to feast upon. 

 

Please bring candy for the treasures or the youth at heart... to trick or treat at tables. Decorate your table in 

our  

harvest theme and win a prize! 

Adult Event Registration; $15, Adult Member Discount Event Registration $ 10, Children (5 to 12 ) Registra-

tion  

Fees $5, Youth (5 and under) free. Family cap $25 (with adult membership). 

Site: Ewe-Topia Farms, Butte, Palmer, Alaska 

 

Autocrats: Lady Ally of Selviergard (Laurie Mitchell) Cell Phone: 907-521-1731 Email: beryl1963@gmail.com 

Magistra Vicana (Bobbie Sampson) Cell Phone: 907-203-0793 Email: magistra.vicana@gmail.com 



 

YULE 
Barony of Selviergard 

Saturday December 1
st
, 2018 

 

As the holiday season approaches, thoughts turn to family and friends. Please join the Barony of Selviergard as we 

celebrate Yule tide traditions with tournaments, games and feasting. We will have a cookie exchange, ornament 

making and bardic caroling. There will be heavy and rapier tournaments and the famous “Rock, Paper, Scissors” 

open to all. 

After the activities of the day we will feast on traditional yule time foods as the carolers entertain the populace. 

Feast Details:  

Roast Turkey 
Roast Pork in fruit and ale. 
Bread Stuffing 
Roast Squash 
Selviergard Carrots 
Mulled Cider 
 
Deserts will be pot luck, please bring a yule tide desert to share, this will also serve as your entry into the desert 
contest. 
 
Location: Lavern Griffin Camp, Wasilla Alaska 
                  4495 W. Little Cloud Drive, Wasilla AK 99623 
 
Site fee: (Adults Non-Members) $15.00, Adult Members $8.00, Non-member Children 5-12 $10, Members $5.00, 
Under 5 free. Family Cap (NM) $35.00, Family Cap Members $25.00 
 
Site Opens at 10am closes at 8pm 
 
Autocrat: Viscount Master Fergus MacThomais (George Thompson)  Email: flintlock75@yahoo.com 
 Phone 907-440-4539 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bjodann eda Bjodannskona Vitja (Bjarnarstrond A&S) 

November 16-18, 2018 

Sponsored by the Barony of Winter s Gate  

The fine folk of the soon-to-be Canton of Bjarnarstrond are hungry for knowledge 

and skills. As such they will be holding an A&S workshop that they might clothe  

themselves well, and to learn to make the weapons and armor that will enable  

them to successfully defend our northernmost border. Merriment to celebrate the  

visit of the Prince and Princess (and other exalted visitors) will follow this  

day of learning. 

Dress as if hell just froze over, but in layers. Be prepared, if needed, to  

cover all exposed skin. This includes your eyes. A whisperer will be awaiting  

your arrival and will safely release you from said dragon. They will then  

deliver you to a place of warm sanctuary, otherwise known as 2426. Space is  

limited. For this event RSVP is required. 

Barrow (Utqiagvik) is on the shores of the Arctic Ocean. Please bring clothing  

appropriate to the weather. Be aware that weather delays may affect travel in  

and out of Barrow (Utqiagvik). Home hospitality is available, albeit extremely  

limited. RSVP is required to arrange housing and ground transportation. 

Site Information: 2426 D St (Barrow (Utqiagvik) AK 99723) 

Opens at Noon on Friday and closes at 7PM on Sunday. Merriment and informal  

instruction to follow until all the visitors have left on Sunday. 

Directions: No roads in. No roads out. Capture a dragon (they are free to come  

and go here) and travel to the top of the known world. Ensure that your dragon  

comprehends to return for you. Be aware that fluctuations in weather may delay  

your dragon. Not common but known to occur because dragons aren’ t stupid  

Barrow (Utqiagvik) is only accessible by air and is on the shores of the Arctic  

Ocean. Be aware that weather delays may affect travel in and out of Barrow  

(Utqiagvik). 

Adult Event Registration: FREE 

Event Steward: Niell Mac Nyven (Nathan L. Meadows) 

 



 

Viking Collegium 

November 3-4, 2018 

The College of St. Bonniface 

Hwæt we gardena in geardagum þeodcyninga þrym gefrunon hu ða æþelingas ellen  

fremedon! Come, learn about the Vikings! Immerse yourself in an amazing learning 

experience with the College of St. Boniface. 

Preliminary Classes suggested below. We will be looking for teachers to teach  

workshops and classes with Vikings in mind.  

Workshop (2-3 hours make-n-take) Teachers Needed for any of the following:  

Viking Dress 

Viking T-tunic 

Leg Wraps ,Viking Cooking Class, Viking Osberg Tent, Greenland Dress, Viking Loom, Viking Wire Weave 

Treasure Necklaces, Viking Lanterns, Viking Games, Viking Torcs, Viking Hoods, Viking Pantries 

Viking Embroidery, Shield Painting  

Lectures or Classes (1-1.5 hours): Teachers Needed for any of the following:  

Fighter's Concave, Viking Cooking, Viking Looms, Viking Pantries, Viking Osberg Tent 

How to go "A-Viking" Plunder and Pillage for inexpensive Viking Clothes 

If you are interested in teaching please contact Liam the Archer or Baroness  

Cemper 



Jól 
December 29, 2018 

The Barony of Winter s Gate  
Happy Jól (Yule)!  

 
Winter Solstice   the time of year when the days get longer and the sun begins  
to return. This is truly a cause for celebration in Winter s Gate! Join us as we 
gather together and celebrate the Norse traditions of feasting, celebrating, and 
reveling in each other s company during this yule season. While we may not be  
burning a sun-wheel to entice the sun to return or sacrificing a wild boar to  
appease Frey in hopes of fertile farmland, we will be enjoying some other  
ancient traditions while we eat and drink our fill. Updates on this wonderful,  
fun-filled event will be posted on the Yahoo Group email as well as on the Book  
of Face. 
Baron s Whim: Things that keep your head warm! Show off your hats, hoods, and  
other head coverings! 
Baroness  Whim: TBA 
Autocrat s Whim: Homebrewed mead and/or wine. The autocrat loves a good  
homebrewed mead. She also loves a good homebrewed wine. Documentation is not  
required but strongly encouraged! 
A&S Whim: All Things Bright: Metalwork and Sparkly Things. Documentation is not  
required but strongly encouraged! All ages are invited to participate! 
Site Information: Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Fairbanks, 4448 Pikes 
Landing Road in Fairbanks, AK 99709 
Site opens at 10AM and closes at 10PM 
Directions: Take your best way Airport Way towards the Fairbanks International  
Airport. Turn right onto Hoselton Road (the frontage road leading to and in  
front of Pike s Waterfront Lodge). Go past Pike s Waterfront Lodge and the  
Princess Hotels. Turn left onto Pike s Landing Road. There is a wooden sign 
marking the driveway entrance to the site on the right hand side after about 100 
feet. There will also be SCA signs indicating your path. 
Food: The Barony will provide a meat dish (most likely a form of wild boar, but  
more modern). Each adult attending should please bring one potluck contribution  
to feed 6-8 people in order to supplement the feast table. (Don t forget  
desserts count too!!) 
Adult Event Registration: $15, Adult Member Discount Event Registration: $10,  
Children (6-17): $5, Family Cap: $30 
Autocrat: Sefa Hrafnsdóttir (mka Sheva Corning) 
 



The Oertha Horn 
 Ceremonial Drinking Horn 

By, Viscount Master Fergus MacThomais, OP 

 

 

 

The Oertha Horn 

October Crown A&S Entry  

Winner of the Wreath of Athena 

 



Ceremonial Drinking Horns 

Summary 

“A drinking horn is the horn of a bovid used as a drinking vessel. Drinking horns are known from Classical Antiquity and remained in use 

for ceremonial purposes throughout the Middle Ages and the Early Modern period in some parts of Europe, notably in Germanic Europe, 

and in the Caucasus. Drinking horns remain an important accessory in the culture of ritual toasting in the Republic of Georgia in particu-

lar, where they are known as kantsi.” [2] (Wikipedia) 

Shown in this document are examples of existing horns from several museums that were used as inspiration for the Oertha Horn. Carved 

horns are mentioned in Guðrúnarkviða II, a poem composed about 1000 AD and preserved in the Poetic Edda: “On the horn’s face were 

there All the kin of letters Cut aright and reddened, How should I rede them rightly? The ling-fish long of the land of Hadding, Wheat-ears 

unshorn, And wild things inwards”. Surviving Artwork has many examples depicting drinking horns in use. The best documentation for 

drinking horns are those on display in the worlds museums as surviving pieces, reconstructions and in period art. The examples shown 

provide a visual document on the fashions, art and culture of the period each represents.   

 

Roman Painting 1st Cent, BC 

 

Scythian stelae of the 6th to 5th centuries BC 

                                                                                                 

Drinking scene on a Viking age stone from Gotland, Sweden.                                       Bullion Stone, Pictish, Edinburgh, Scotland 



 

The Oertha Horn 

 

Since the time of the ancient Greeks, drinking horns have been used by rich and poor alike, drinking horns span all cultures and 

classes and range from a plain horn to elaborate works of art. This horn was created to commemorate the Principality of Oertha and 

is decorated with the symbols of the Principality and groups of Oertha and the West.  

At the Oerthan summer coronet of 2018 I was honored to be chosen as one of Princess Sefa’s artisans with the task of creating an 

art project to be displayed at October Crown, these items will be seen by the people of the west and I wanted to create a Horn that 

would do honor to my Principality, Kingdom and Princess. The following is the process I used to create the Horn on display.  

While this horn is not a copy of any existing example, the design and overall construction is in the style of horns from the 10th 

through 16th century. Written accounts from the Prose Edda and Beowulf describe special ceremonial horns being used for oath 

making and special celebrations. In looking at the surviving art work, specifically metals, the Norse people were big on embellishing 

even everyday item like combs and tools. It would follow that a high-ranking Jarl or King would have a highly embellished drinking 

horn for special occasions. Surviving examples of later period horns have almost as much metal attached as there is horn, but horn 

does make a good media for embellishment. 

 

The Horn: This is a large cow horn chosen for its size, shape and color specifically for this project. A horn with a majority white color 

was needed for this project. 

                                    

                                      Raw Horn                                                                            After cleaning and scraping 

The Elements: The rim is made of pewter with the languets, all cut from pewter plate. The languets are engraved with the devices of 

each of the groups in the principality. The rim is engraved with Nordic wolves around the rim. 

 

                                                             

Wolves engraved around rim band.                                             Some of the groups to be added to the horn. 

 

 



 

 Horn Body: This has the Wolf of Oertha and the Compass Star. A silver band will cover the transition between colors. The opposite 

side has the Principality Device. 

 

 

First mock-up of parts to horn. 

Finial: The tip of the horn features the wolf of Oertha in cast pewter. 

This horn has been scrapped, sanded and hand polished to a smooth finish, the inside has been cleaned and sanded and coated with 

a layer of food safe resin and wax. The top of the horn has been dyed royal blue with the bottom section polished and whitened. 

The Construction 

The first steps in constructing a drinking horn is to come up with the concept of what you will be doing. As soon as I was asked to be 

one of the princess’s artisans with the request to enter a project at October Crown, I knew what I wanted to do and that was a drinking 

horn. During the long drive home from the event I considered what form it would take. Since this project was to be displayed repre-

senting the artisans of Oertha I decided to make the theme and motif of the horn a reflection of the principality and its diverse groups. 

The ease that the horn took shape in my mind convinced me that this was what it should be, and I began the planning stage on pa-

per. 

The next task was to find a suitable horn, so I contacted my supplier of raw horns and told them what I was looking for and how it 

would be used. They chose a horn based on my description from their supply and shipped it to me.  

 

Raw Horn 



The final placement and installation of the metalwork is the most time-consuming activity, each piece must be fitted onto the curved 

surfaces of the horn which includes using a small rubber hammer to force the curve into the metal with no gaps with the horn. To make 

the curves match for each piece a padded hose clamp is used to squeeze the metal and horn against each other and left to sit over-

night. Once the metal is in place and ready for permanent attachment each piece is epoxied to the horn and clamped in place until the 

resin sets. Once the metal is set the decorative nails are installed. Once all the parts are permanently installed the horn is whipped 

down with glass cleaner and the final polishing is done, it is then cleaned again, and any touchup of the exterior is done. The last step 

is then to apply the lining material to the inside of the horn. It is now ready for use. 

 

 

                                                              

                             First coat of dye                                                                                 Final attachments 

 

This was a fun but challenging project, with the biggest challenge being the engraving of the metal parts, this was my first time doing 

this type of work..  

 

Fergus 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holiday Table 



Photos in this edition of the DragonTale Courtesy of: 

Halfdan Ozurrson  

If you are interested in submitting photos to the Dragon tale 

email your submissions to m.elizabeththompson@yahoo.com 

no later than the 15th of each month.  



Regnum 

Christopher  and  Maurya, King and Queen of the West 

Crown@westkingdom.org   

Cullan and Sefa, Prince and Princess of Oertha 

oerthancoronets@westkingdom.org   

Halfdan Ozurrson, Baron of Selviergard bar-

on@selviergard.westkingdom.org   

Officers of the Barony of Selviergard  

Arts and Sciences:  Yuki AandS@selviergard.westkingdom.org    

Chatelaine:  Ally  

chatelain@selviergard.westkingdom.org  

Chronicler:  Delphine de Grenada (Elizabeth Thompson)   

m.elizabeththompson@yahoo.com 907-244-6545  

Constable: Colum MacEoughain 

 constable@selviergard.westkingdom.org  

Exchequer:  Edain O’Rourke                                                    

exchequer@selviergarad.westkingdom.org 907-947-9790  

Gold Key:  Ally 

Herald: Rin  McCray    herald@selviergard.westkingdom.org    

Marshal:  Fergus MacThomais (George Thompson)   mar-

shal@selviergard.westkingdom.org   907-440-4539  

Seneschal:  Margarita de Calvi (Gretchen Thompson) sene-

schal@selviergard.westkingdom.org 907-244-6543 

Web Minister:  Rin McCray     updated contact info coming 

constable@selviergard.westkingdom.org  



         

 

 

                                The light of friendship will light your way.           


